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' Tow would look upon it ag Phe. 
great Zeal T have for Toar E ternal Wr 


But Thnow Time, ad uftn, th & weblogs 
to Tos, and the ge LN not fart er trel- 
paſs upon either, than to beg Tour Pious 
Acceptance of. this Sms d that 


Grateful Senſe of Tour PFavonrs, Nu rh | 


And now, SI 'R, being no Friend ro the q 
Common matter of. arena? ae. 3: 
pardon me that — 
Tour Merits 7 app 
Subjet# of the jus xm 
and Tour Lady, and Children 


@ th bg long 
Enjoy Health and Proſperity ; and that |! 
the God of Bleſſings may Bleſs Tow with all f 
Divine Graces on Earth, and in Heaven 32 


Crown Tou with Glory. 


wv. 1693, L lzþ, 


Your moſt Obliged, and” 
Humble Servant 


L. Addiſon, 


i | pts oring's ap } * Tuda-- - 
anne Moti E(t6\whom - St. Janies, #E 
the pious Biſhop of Jeruſalent, wfote his cars 
tulay Epiſtle. ) Sorue there” were” anion 
them" in whoſe eſfrem” Prayer was funk” fo 
all bow, that They -thourht 'it- either wholly uns 
vew | neceſſary, brat moſt but a thing of Choice 
_ - {and'not Duty; av: of that Tntefference that | 
| they"*might be or let it alone'as they pleas'd, 
| withoat any Offente to God, or hindrance to 
(themſelves. And of this Opinion were 
i thoſe who covered and had hot; who 
kill'd; and*-deſired to have, apd could 
[not obrain}  VWhe Fought and Warr d, 
yet they. had: not,” bceauſe they asked 
| or. S. James 4. 2 

All -theiy Coveting, Emying, Contends 
| ;0g and Fighting, brought them in no 
ſon ; B  adlvans 
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Pe, nheded Prager 

And as rhe en were ; apt fo me TROY us /M 
too fonall an 1 eems 
were others who had. a notion of Prayer as 
much be; 


Prayer, fo there | 


to the other Extreme. 'For | 


they {aid ado viuch ſtreſs upon it, and thought | 


it ſo eficacions,.. as to expect that every 


png Prayer in 4 manner uſeleſs as to the 
obtaining of any. thing ; the latter thought 
tt able to. obtain all things. Being of opini- 
en that the meer Exerciſe thereof had ſuch 
a power with God, as to prevail with him 
even for ſuch. things as they defien'd to 
conſume upon their Laſts, axd to ſupport 


their Envy, Malice, Covetouſneſs and | 


Ambition. 

How far the Prefent Age ( guilty of 
all ſorts of wile Opinions and Pradtices ) 
is gone in this diſtemper, T leave every one 
to make his onn, obſervations; my purpoſe 
being to return at leaſt an tJoneft, if not a 
Satisfactory anſwer to the Requeſt made to 
owe, namely, To give a famuliar account 

Fo of 


. 


'S 
8 


th "g of. conr ſe E ſe. be. granted them if - 
they E.. for it in Prayer. ' The former | 


er, bf the Holy 1 Y ry of rye. 8 this 
eſt ir further Preface 7 ſhall begin with 
he trac Notion thereof, as that which will 
ſet bore eaſily lead to the ted of its Na- 


Fc ture and] Importance. 
as 
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| JJ Grammatical . meaning of the. 
> | ?. Words by which Prayer in all 
Languages is ſignified, I ſhall briefly ſer 

own what Prayer is, and what it does. 


mP1y. vN 
Now Prayer, according to S. Auſtin. 
C( in Plal.85.) is, 4 ſpeaking to God; 
When you read the Scripture, {aith the Fa- 
Ther, God ſpeaks to you, but when you Pray, 
you ſpeak to him. From which words 
Drexelius took occaſion to define Prayer, 
iT he Converſation and Diſcourſe of the ſou 
prith God. Which is agreeable to th 
Notion of this Duty in Fob 15. 4. for 
'( as Draftus oblerves 5 the Hebrew Word 
there uſed for Prayer, ſignifies to have 
Ja Familiar Converſe with the Almighty. 
[And the Greek. Fathers ſpeak of it in the 
{ſame ſenſe, when they call it oupAin 
[Tegs Oroy, a familiar talking with, or, 
| B 3 unto 


glory to glory. W 
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«nto God, For in it you unboſom your 
ſelf, and open your heart and mind unto 
him, as a manwould do unto his Friend 
1n whom he moſt confides. - 

| Some of the Antients, ſpeaking Rhe- | 
torically of Prayer, call it a Chain of gold 
hanging down from heaven to draw men 
up thither, and to bring 'thens /into- the. 
more Proms Þ gh vent of "God, and to | 


6 ——_—_ A— " Aw. LIT 5 Mt ons, 


an intimate acceſs to the Fountain of all | t 


Goodneſs, And it is ſuppos'd'to make i! 
ſuch a Change in us, as if it plac'd us Jt; 
on Moxnt Tabor, to enjoy a kind of $n 
Transfiguration of the Soul; which by J4 
the means of Prayer, as in a Glaſs, be-] B 
holds the glory of the Lord, and' is }b: 
changed into the ſame Image from | te 


The eye of the Soul by rhe help of jte 
Prayer ( as truly as the eye of the Body 11a 
feeds ir ſelf with the beauty of the |w 
fields ) does refreſh and recreate it ſelf 'pc 
with the Excelleacies of God, and the {1s 


' Perfetions of the Holy Jeſus. From P. 


whom it receives whatever it can de- jth 
fire, and through whom ir avoids what- [va 
eyer it has cauſe ro fear. 1» Prayer \th 
on”: - (faith 


and 


to love 


1 taking pains, to find him. | 
I. Bur theſe and the like ſayings of the 
1 Antients, concerning Prayer, ſerve rather 
7 to expreſs the Worth and the Effects of 
ke } it, than to declare its Nature any farther 
us | than that from ſuch like expretlions we 
of {may reaſonably inter that, # rayer zmplies 
by 1] 4 great deal more- than telling over a few 
ze- | Beads ( as is the way of ſome) or, the' 
is | bare reciting ſo many words or ſen- 
\m ]tences form'd and compos'd into that 
 Iwhich we call a Prayer ( which is to be 
of jfear'd is the caſe of many.) ' A man may 
dy {Hay a thouſand of theſe, and that too 
he ]with great outward ſeriouſneſs and com- 
elf poſure, and yet be far from that which 
he /is truly and .properly to be called 
m |Praying. For nothing deſervedly bears 
e- [that name wherein there is not an ele- 
1t= vation of the ſoul, and a lifting up of 
cr the heart to God, as to the Original 
th B 4 " "oF 
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| of our being ; with'a fetveht defire' to 
be made lik 


> made like unto him. So that you 
cannot be'truly (aid to pray,” unleſs the 


Soul ſo far gets looſe from the entangle-. 


ments of the world and the body oy 


not only to look up to the place from. 


whence it came, but ro make ſome ſort 
of approaches towards it, and to him 


.who dwelleth there, and who is the 


Author of'its being, and the proper Ob- 
ject of its love, There muſt be an car- 
neſt endeavour to be united to' God, to 
become one with him, to partake of his 
Divine nature, or at leaſt to bear as 


. much of his image and likeneſs, with 


reſpeR ro holineſs and purity, as we 


. can: In the Act of Praying (if we do 


it as we ought) we make an oblation 


of our ſouls and bodies to: the Eternal 


Being, and declare our dependence up- 
on his infinite Goodneſs, and an entire 
ſubjeQion to his nrfnite Power, - We fo 


place our ſelves to advantage before the: I © 


throne of his Divine Majeſty, as to have 
the dimneſs of our Underſtandings en- 
lighten'd by che brightneſs of heavenly 
{izht, and our minds (cold and dead 

as 
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Our actions in the- mean time are Ares 

by to be {o influenc'd as for the future : 
to be conform'd to the excellent model 
and partrern ſer us by Chriſt hinlelf.'{o 


as to become fit objes .of Divine ne Love 
and Compaſſion. It is to him; to * the 


Holy Feſus, and'to the treading 'in his 
toot-(teps, we are ſo cloſely ro apply 
our ſelves as that it may beget in us 2a 


ſtrong deſire to be joyn'd unto him, and 


to bs one with him, not enduring the 
thoughts . of ever being ſeparated from 
him. This is what either Prayer ſhould 
produce in eyery pious ſoul, or what we 
ought to wiſh it might, and which it 


will, when it is in its due JE, 


and when we have been fu 
ercis'd in its practice. 

Ir's true, ſuch flights and raptures, 
ſuch fervours and tranſports, (as ſome 
may be ſuppos'd to have in their De- 
votion ) ſuch a near intercourſe with 
God, as prayer in its perfection - implies, 
ought not to be look'd upon as the 
only ſign of yo as we ought, or 
praying 
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praying co any purpoſe... The: want of 


this indeed is: to be: imputed to; the 


weight of thoſe Corruptions wherewith- 


the ſoul is clogg'd and 'preſs'd down, 
and kept from. being. elevated to the 
contemplation. of the tranſcendent beau- 
ty and adorable excellencies of the Di- 


vine Nature. But then a great deal of 1 


this (ſo long as we continue cloth'd 


with Fleſh) is. what we cannot help. 
And ſeeing wandring of thoughts, coolneſs 
of affettion, want of. attention, and {ome- 
times no {mall defedts 'i» outward beha- 
viour ( arguing too much inward floth 
and negligence) may in a great mea- 
ſure be owing to Jnfirmity, or Tnad- 


vertency, God will no doubt accept of 


our fincere endeavour and defire that the 
ſoul ſhould keep upon the wing, and 
do its part in all reſpe&s whilſt we 
are upon our. knees, our hands lift up 


to heaven, and our mouths uttering 
our Petitions in the molt decent Ex- 


preſſions we can think of, and with 
profound humility and reſignation to 
the will of God to grant what he 
thinks fit : ſhewing all the dependence 

upon 


# 


ore eadtbater des. + 


orelaiaitS tiring. : 


| upon his Ref: _ / "RL EY we hs 4 
are able to expreſs. If .chere” be thus _ 
much obſerv'd by us toward praying as” 


we ought, we need not deſpair of being 
heard for '\want of - more, that is, for 


want of praying like a Saint, or feeling 
in our ſelves the Holy Ardours which 


are peculiar to ſome men, Bur ſtill a 


ſincere” defrre and endeavonr to come up 


Lk. height and- perfection of this 


Heavenly exerciſe ,. is no more than 
whar 4s of the very eflence of Prayer, 
and without which we cannot promiſe - 
to our ſelves any great benefit from our 


performance of it: 


And thus much being ſaid in genera! 
of the nature of Prayer ( whereof more 
may be met with in the ſequel of this 
Diſcourſe ) it may not be amils to en- 
force the Duty by acquainting you with 
the neceſſity of Prayer ; and to ſhew 
that it is what God has ar all crimes cx- 
pected, and which has accordingly been 
paid him in all Ages of the World, and 
the conſequence has ſhown God's ap- 


7 probation thereof. 
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come neceſlary to be done, either as 


of Service due to him; or, as a means 
of bringing ſome conſiderable advan- 
tage » his Creatures: Now, Prayer 1s 
neceſſary in both reſpe&ts. And . firſt 
as a Duty in the way of Service to be 
paid to God, which needs no other 
proof but this, That it is an eminent 
part of his Worſhip. Now Worſhip is 
that by which in an eſpecial man- 


. . ner we acknowlege the Godhead, and 


therefore is to be logk'd upon as that 
which is indiſpenfibly requir'd at our 
hands. - * | 
In the Sacred Hiſtory of the Ante- 
diluvian World we read, That men bee 
gan to call upon the Name of the Lord, 
Gen. 4. 26. which words ( tho' they 
will -bear another interpretation ) do 
according 


Of the Neceſſity of Prayer in Gentral. R 


I N ' matters of Religion things be- 


they are 'enjoyn'd by God in the” way 
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onltrate, That Prayer - 
ing was paid unto. the Almighty. Ti 
true we'find no" poffiive Law-for doing 
1 rhis'# there was" not then'( as there is 
7 now) any command 'enjoyning or 're- 
3 quiritipg men to Pray.” Nor ttdeed: was 
1 there necd 'of any- For' the Common 
{ tighs of Nature ſufficiently directed all 
1 men to' this performance. "And as we 
find no Nation was ever: ſo barbarous 
1 as to-deny the exiſtence: of 'a_ God, 
| fo 'none was ever heard of who did 
' not 'own themſelyes obliged to Pray to 
| thar which they acknowledg'd for their 
| God.” 5h. © ©: LOL [# 
! In the firſt age of the World, Reli- 
' gion was mightily ſuppreſs'd by wicked 
/ men, till the time of Erſh, but then 
. | God was pleasd to move the hearts 
te- Of the good and pious to reſtoge Reli- 
bee | gion, and to call upon his Name. And 
| afterwards when the _ ZZeathen Worlt 
ey | fell into wild and extravagant opi- 
do | nions about the God-hcad , aſcribing 
ng | it to ſuch things-as were wholly de- 
- {titure 
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-ſtirute: of the excellencies, which. were 


traying' therein a, great. infatuation and 


upidiys ).yer ahey. Rillinvok'd whays | 


ſoever they calld | their Deity. ; And 


_ tho riothing-.could be, more ſenſeleſs | 
and abſurd than to. fancy that to be |! 
a God which _ could make and de- | 

. degree. of -znfatuation to pray @ 
to'a "Pot. ce Crocodile for Pan, >-5. D 
( which were ready; every hour to: de- Þ 
vour them: /) and; .tho' it was a. moſt F 
fottiſh; -unmanly conceit to beg health © 


ſtroy- at their p 
a de 


of a Fever, and to ſeek. for recovery 
at the Altar of the- Plague ( which 


things ſound ſo. odd that one would 


not imagine ſuch- Deities could ever 


have been thought of ) and tho' (I ſay) 


nothing could be more unreaſonable 
and unmanly than to worſhip: ſuch in- 
feriour Beings, nor more contradictory 
to the Nature of God, yet amidſt theſe 
abſurdities ( apparent in the Idolatry.of 
the Genrtiles) and erroneous choice of 
their God, they were {till truly Or- 
thodox in concluding it was their duty 

ro 
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be- Þe. ſo. They were | perſwaded there 


Finiry all rhe--Arrributes that 'render'd 
r fir for their Adoration :' namely, fuch 
»5 Power, Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and All 
Tufficiency. .- For they muſt needs think 


able ro: give it. And this. they knew 


vas deſtiture of Power, Wiſdom, &c. 
And tho' the gods: of the Heathens were 
[th bf this. ſort, 'yet whilſt they believed 
ry them to be” Gods, they beliey'd alſo 
ch that they were bound to worſhip them. 
Of -which' Worſhip Prayer or Invo- 
cation was cver thought ſo eminent x 
pranch, that it was wont to be pur 
or the whole ſyſtem of. Divize Adora- 
in- ton. F 

ry | But if the Common light of Na- 
ſe ture ſhould not clearly enough diſco- 
of yer, That Prayer is a chief and Prin-' 
of Cipal part of that worſhip and homage, 
Ir- Which is indiſpenſibly due ro the All- 
ty Wiſe Creator of the World, yet the 
to {| : SCTIPEHIes 


o-worſhip whatever they eſteem'd ro 
as in- that\to. which they aſcrib'd Di- 


Ic unreaſonable -ro Teck: 'ro that for | 
help, which could not be ſuppos'd was 


muſt be the caſe of every thing that 


" v - oy a : +a þ —- My 3 ery3 ts * 4 * we — £3 FL V nf -,” 4 4 
F, re" "RT Yr TIN bas bY -""» TE : 4 4 F7.%” T5 - "y 5 
f . JT. DT at VEE" + 7 4 v : ry , 
«, - _ a __— — ES LR. 
N _ % : : 
yn of , 
* . 
4 : þ - 
- : , - % 
Y . i 

= 

-- 1 7 
. « WP a 

, Ln” 


Scriptures. make it undoubtably evi-. 
dent., | And. the -many-, Texts wherein 
God "promiſes: ro hear your | Prayers. 


plainly. imply a - Command to make 


them. Call; #pon me ,{aith the Lord, 


and.1 will anſwer thee. Jet. 33. 3: Whaſe- 
ever ſhall call upon the name of. the-Lord, 
' ſhall be deliver d, Joel 3- 32. Whatſoever 
ye ſhall ask the Father in my. name, faith 
our Saviour, he ſhall give it you: -ask 


and ye ſhall receive, that your joy may be 


_ full. S.John 16.23, 24.|  As& and it ſhall 


be given you, ſeck and.ye ſhall find, knock | 


' and it ſhall be open'd unto you. 'For 


every one that asketh, receiveth, and: he | 
that ſeeks, finds, and to. him that knocks | 


zt (hall be epened. S. Matth. 7. 7, 8, 9. 


In. all which and_ the like paſſages of | 


Holy Writ, there is imply'd both a 
command to pray, and promiſe to be 
heard. Pal. 65. 2. Thou that heareſt the 
prayer unto thee ( ſaith the Pfalmiſt ) 
ſhall all fleſh \come : meaning. © That 


* every man ought to betake himſelf | 


*to God's ſervice, and that none who 
* has any care of Piety or ſenſe of Re- 
* ligion, will be negligent and remils 


6c 5 


in 


_ 


8d 
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If you Krivully Praneiny od's dea-. 
lings with "men, you will ſee that ey 
are made'up of a undant Mercy, Com- 
paſſion, and Bounty. © All which _ 
devourly acknowledge and-praiſe, w 
you rightly addreſs him with your 

Prayers. And by if a fteady obedience 
1 you keep faſt "ro his'Law, patiently 
waiting" his''good time and pleaſute, 

rſevering - in ſincere applications . to 
Fi m, relying ſolely upon 'him with- 
out reſorting to any other,” or uſing 
any Tndiret means for your ſupport ; 
he then will ſeaſonably grant your pe- 
tirions, ſuccour you in your greateſt 
neceſſities, and deliver you in the moſt 
imminent dangers. Pſal.x45.17, 18,19. 
For the Lord i nigh unto all that call 
1 »pon hin Faithfull. He will fulfil the 
1 defire of them that fear him, he will hear 
i their cry, and will ſave them. He #« 
righteous in all his ways,and holy in all his 
works, 


'Q _ Holitieſ 


t inſeparable, Attributes His Holi- 
| SIS iſ 10 lcin all his ations and "ones 


from being. the leaſt row 

ſinging, that he does all that can 'be 
done to rational and free Agents to 
keep, them. from it. He enli 
their minds, and ſanRifies their 


intending by rhis means either to pre- ; 
ſerve their innocence, or; as far-as poſ | 


ſible, to reſtore. it, after they have Joi ; 


it. Burt if you, or any one, be { un- 


happy as not to be wrought upon by | 
this Aung then he lets. ſuch know | 
that he means to puniſh them ACCOre | 


_ ding ro their works. 
And next as to God's Veracity, this. 


iS apparent in all his words ; for he 


never affirms what is not moſt true, | 


nor promiſes what he does not fully ins ' 
rend to perform. And therefore ſeeing | 
he has ſaid, © Call upon me, and I will © 


on * anſwer thee, and, Ask, and ye ſhall res | 


* ceive. Since he is nigh to all that 


| al upon him ; that is, willing and rea- 
dy to grant their requeſts, he will not 


fail * 
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Moſes beſought the Lord to remove 
the Plague lie had brought upon F- 
2ypt, and his Prayer was granted. F7an- 
nah labouring undet rhe reproach of 
barrenneſs, pour'd out her foul unto 
God, and he gave her a ſon: Ezra 
and his Country-men, pray'd that God. 
would ſafely guard them home out of 
their Babylonian bondage, and he was. 
intreatgd by them; and his hand was 

Cz tgpod 


A C " WOP'Y 4. ha al e 
7 0 \ 


Qt 


4 N ” v.09, ">, © 
. ge hh oF, > pr 
| "Ms * 
£1 ” £ 
1 
4 


auſpicious, ſucceſsful means of redreſ- : 1 
ſing their. grievances, and either re- . 
{ſtored them to their former conditi- ! 
on, or gave them one that was bet- } 
1 - Hl ER | 1 
1 mention theſe Examples of God's : 

granting the Prayers of his Servants, 
with no other intent but t6-confirm | 
your aſſurance of his never failing to ? 
fulfil his promiſe of hearing thoſe who }. 
duly call upon him. And he ſeems ' 
ſo ready to do this, that he will = 
| | tnEr 


9. 
ul prayers 
©; in the 


z the Priſoners, and to looſe thoſe who 
© Tere appointed to die, Pſal.86. ſignally diſ- 
{ playing his power and providence in 
7 ordering the affairs of this lower World; 
7 hearing the prayers of the Poor in mi- 
: ſery, being merciful to thoſe who call 
e- . daily upon him ; rejoycing the ſouls 
ti- | of his Servants, and ſaving all ſuch 
t- / as put their truſt in him. And David 
1 perhaps having an eye to this, con- 
I's | cludes his Pſalter with this afteionate 
s, Exhortation ; /et every thine that hath 
m _ breath praiſe the Lord : And none can 
to | be thought worthy to live, or to en- 
ho |} joy the breath of. life, who does not 
ns | chearfully exerciſe himſelf in praying 
-a- | bo, and praiſing the Almighty, 


C3 Which 


* dy at hand to hear the le the of 
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Which ſhews the Univerſality, as well 


as Necellity, of Prayer, and that it is | 
. the Daty hot only of this or that ſort 
of men, but of all. For if any ſhould | 
vainly pretend to be excus'd from pays- | 


» 
. 


ing T bop. 3 to God, it muſt be ei- 1 
l 


ther becauſe they are.roo holy or too 
great, either they are. -{o good as not 
ro need to pray, or ſo great that it is 
below them. _ +#bþ 


But no man by reaſon of his holi- J 
neſs can be free from this duty ; for J 


thoſe who have been moſt eminent for * 


this divine quality, haye been alſo moſt * 
eminent for Deyotion. And of this you | 
have an unqueſtionable inſtance in our , 


Saviour, who was ſuperlatively eminent 
for all heavenly perfeRtions, and imma- ' 
culate both by nature .and conyerſa- | 


tion. For he was both born and liy'd ' 
without ſin. And yet it is recorded 
of this moſt heavenly , divine perſon / 
Thar in the days of his fleſh, whilſt he 7 
was yct in the world, in the courſe of | 
his obedience and humiliation, and not 7 
- arrivd to the glorious ahd {ſpiritual ! 
ſtate of the celeſtial life, Heb.5. 7. Ze did | 


offer 


n 
G 


Ni 
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ſtrong | crying and tears, unto him thas 
S | was able to 
'* If was heard in that he fear d, or as it is 
4 Fin the Greek, am ws wnaboeas for his 
'” © piety. , Here the Eternal Son, becoming 
!” 7 Man,, made his ſubmiſſive Petition to 
© | his Eternal Father, either to free him 
7 ': from that direful paſſage to death, or 
is Þ.- Ta of 

/ to ſtrengthen and bear him up in the 
| 1 horrible terrors, conflicts and agonies, 
7” { that therein he mer with; -and that 
hs 7 being dead, he would reſtore him- to 
ſt * the grave, bur to raiſe him thence, and 
Um ſend back his ſpirit into his body. 
It / And -God heard and granted his deſire. 
it | For the third day after his burial, 


J | gave him back that ſpirit which on 
' the Croſs he fo affeftionately recom- 
d mended into his hands, Luke 23.46, 

5: And as by this plain example of 
"1 Chriſt's praying, you may clearly ſee 
of | that no mans ſanctity can excuſe him 
T7 / from doing doing the like, ſo 1n the 
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- ; NEXT place no man 1s freed from praying 
Go upon 


many Ducrifee. | au 
oe - up prayers and: ſupplications ith 


fave him, from death, and 


' life, and not to ler him continue in 


4- | Chriſt roſe from the dead, and God © 


SHETTY; 
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upon, the ſcore"ef his grandeur 

Digs who at the rake time he : wore 
the Royal Lone did not neg] 5g the hal- 
lowed Cenſor, but conſtantly offer'd unto 
God the Incenſe of Prayer... "And for 
| his diligence” and afſiduity in this ſa- 
cred. office, he gain'd, as" ſome think, 
the lorlobl charadter of being a Mar 
after God's own heavt, 1 Sam.13.14. And 
indeed all good men haye ever thought 
It their duty, and made it their pra- 
Rice, to worſhip God by Prayer. - And 
even bad men' too have been 'of the 
ſame judgment. For they likewiſe have 
own'd it to be their obl; ation'thus to ' 
ſerve God. And whenever he perform'd 
Prayer as a Duty to him, wit 2 Ln doubr 
they were accepted of him. Saul pray'd 
tor 'a deciſion by lots, and God granted 


his requeſt, but i ir had like to have coſt 
him the life of his Son, and the revolt 
of his Subjetts, 1 Sam. 14-41, 42s Which 
ſhows That God do's ſometimes hear 
the prayers of the wicked, bur then it 
Isin i#ſtice, and not-in' mercy, as. will 
Appear 1 in due place. 


| And 


o * 
| : Ft ; 
:-He 


your duty to worſhip Ge 
mands j and -yow'tiuſt 'dif 
your obedience herein'is above allthings 
moſt acceptable to God, and” will”be 
beſt rewarded by him. + 2081 


A——_ —__—— F | x EXCITE 


— 
_- 


CH AR ML 


The neceſſity of Prayer, as it is made to 
| be the means of obtaining what we want, 
and of conveying a bleſſing on what ne 


Ant is commonly faid to be the 
Mother 'of Prayer, ſo that 'if 

you want nothing, you need uſe prayer 
no otherwiſe than as it is an expreſſion 
of your Dwy, and a diſcharge of the 
worſhip you owe to God. Bur if you 
ſtand in need of any thing, you can 
never ſolidly hope to receiye it, but by 
| | cng 
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your wants, and - ble 


cr means:to ob- 


* 


fling, what you 
But here I expe. to find you ob- 
jeRing, That tho'. Prayer be undeni- 
ably a part of religious: Worſhip which 
none ought to negleQ, yet you think 
it_ needleſs ro the obtaining a ſuppl 
of your neceſſities; becauſe God needs 
not your prayers to inform-him of your 
wants, nor to moye him: to relieye 
them. 29 | 
"Tis true, God needs not your prayers 
to inform him of your wants ; For ac- 
cording to our Sayiour,, Matth. 6. 8. He 
knows what things you have need of before | 
you ask him : which words ſhew, that | 
Prayer is not needful in order to in- | 
form God, whoby reaſon of his infinite 
knowledge, can be ignorant of nothing ; 
þut they reſpeR thoſe who at our Sa- 


viour's 


# 


P 


S 
7 
2 
F 


| | himis call'd the Zord's-Prayer. 


ritions Fg Canine — for 

ſake of the multitude of: words Go 
therein: whereas Our Lord: aſſures - 
them, that" our heavenly nk was 
not'to be wrought upon by their 
prayers, and their much ſpeaking, a 


that ſuch were alrogether uſeleſs in of- 


der to inform him of mens minds and 
wants, as fully knowing them withour 
being told.” Chriſt was ſo far from abo- 
liſhing, that he eſtabliſhes the uſe of 

ayer, when he taught his Diſciples 
how they might pray aright. To which 
end he gave them a molt abſolute com- 
prehenſive Form of Prayer: which he 
enjoyn'd them both to uſe and imitate. 
Which form bears his Name, and from 
Where» 
of T ſhall have occaſion to mind you in 
another place. 

As to the other branch of your Ob- 
jection which makes Prayers unnece{( 
fary to move God to relieve your wants, 
becauſe 


I—_ 


Grid: ro FY bur dhe: abto. you. to 
- conſider”, That tho' God is naturally 
_ inclin'd: TY gracious, and ready to 
_ give more than:either you: deſire or de- 
ſerve, 'yet he has been pleas'd- to. de- 
clare, 'That' he| will not give withour 
asking. And-iti ufficiently demonſtrates 
his” goodneſs and bounty to give to 
- them that ask, and to: open to them 
char knock. And tho' goodnels is e(- 
ſential to'God, and. that it is his nature 
and property to open his hand and fill 
his creatures, yet ſtill he expeQs you 
ſhould addreſs your requeſts' to him, 


if not to moye his goodneſs to relieve | 


your wants, yet to ſhew you are ſen- 


ſible of them: and that you believe he | 
alone is able to give ſupply. Beſides, | 
in every prayer you acknowledge your | 
dependence on God, that you are his | 
Beads-man, live upon his alms, and ex- | 
pect ro receive nothing at his hands, | 


bur what you ſeek for by humble and 
diligent Prayer. 


Put 


£4.k; 


£ 


{till you have necd to pray, tha 
would fandtify the things you poſſeſs. - 
For every creature of God is 'ſanttified by 
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be nd that you could tru- 
y ſay, 1 am rich and increas d with goods 
4: Poo SEEING I F WE S£S $4 OS #2 

and -have need of nothing, Rev. 3-' be 


& ſupply'd, a 


ſuppoſe you were able_ro ſtretch } 
fancy as far as" to imagine an' All-ſt 
ficiency in. your {elf, and that you' were 
ſer aboye the reach of indigence ; JE 


” 


the word and prayer, 1 Tim: 4. 5. TP 


J two are requir'd to make all the cre 


tures lawful 'for your uſe, ad to ren- 
der you happy in their ' enjoyment. 
For firſt, the Word permits you a free- 


1 dom in the uſe of all the Creatures : 


God therein having remoy'd the df- 
ſtin&tion, and taken down the old par- 
tition-wall which ſtood between clean 


1 and unclean beaſts, and repeal'd the 


Law concerning forbidden meats. To 
the repeal of which Law Chriſt had an 
eye; 


2” Dro ory regs omg 


WE» 2s. che Ward flows you an .un- 
NO xd -;uſe of all the creatures, fo 
Prayer ſanCtifies them to your uſe, by 
braining the:divine Bleſſing -upon them, 
zatſoever by the means of prayer 

44 receive from the bountiful hand © 
yen, by. the ſame . means you receive 
Grace rightly to imploy them, which is 


that I call a :/ing. 


But Prayer do s not only obtain a 


bleſſing upon. your dayly food, and the 
s of this preſent life, but likewiſe 
- things relating ta the life to 


_ For the Divine Ordinances which | 
are the means of ſalvation, will neyer | 
anſwer. their end,unleſs God water them | 
 Frofhi above, and make them proſperous | 
and {ucceſsfal. And yet you haye no} 
reaſon to, expect this bleſſing , unleſs | 

Bin, who ' 
alone has power ro give it, You muſt } 
{eek 2 


you ſeek it by prayer from 
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ar} thy 1 ETOC 95 T5 
- Prayer is to:be made only unto God. 


\F*OU are not ignorant who rhey 
are that mantain and practiſe the 


at which they give unto God. | But 
fince the Apoſtle forbids us' to call up- 
on any in whom we do not believe,Rom.1o. 
x4. that is, not to pray to any who is 
not fit to be the obje of our Faith and 
Truſt ; and God alone being fir for this, 


| to him alone you ought ro make your 
prayers. Bur if you will give that ho- 


nour to another which belongs only to 
God, you transfer his worſhip to the 
£0 Crea- 


worſhip of Saints; and pretend to excuſe 
it by {aying,' © That the worſhip they 
E give the Saints is of another kind than 
is 


—_— 


tions 


offer uno God under, the —_— yer. 
all grant—thar the -ſpirieusl-ſacrifice of 


' Praiſe and Thanks- vg i; 1s ſtill co be 


offerd to him; a to offer this 


to any other is a derogation from his 


Glory 5 and: quite: contrary ito. his \do- 


Arine, who ſaid, 7hos ſhalt worſhip the 


Lord thy: God; and bin vy "Jas thok 
ferwe.': et7 þ 

Indeed ſome af he Farkeing are thought 
to-haye' fayour'd the [Worſhipand In- 
vocation of Saints, becauſe they deſfird 


the Holy Men, whoſe memories they'ce- 
lebrared,' to. joyn with''them. in their | 


prayers:Y er the cxpreſſionsuſed by them 
on ſuch occaſions may by any impars- | 
tial Reader be plainly | found to be ras | 
ther flizhts of fancy, and Wiſhes, than | 
Prayers, and {avour-more of luxurian- : 
cy of Style and Haranguce than Deyo- | 
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coſfion, Grace and - 


at Kuro the fake: of. 'ehcir! Inters 
, he beſtows 
many favours:0n cankind.'- Bur grant 

that this were truey and that by reaſoft 
ef the benefirs you receive by the Saints; 
you oughr ro pray te them ;/-yet-bes 
fore' you. do-this, you ouglit-ro be well 


aſſurd, that;thoſe are ndly and infal- 


libly Saints, to whom you'gre to pray i 
and that they already. enjoy the prefence 
of Gad ; both which- are oaſis: (< 
yen according to. the Romaniſts frm 
ſelves }- to watrant your Invocition of 
them. 


Before you invoke the Saints, you are 


likewiſe to be well-aſſur'd that they carl 
and will hear you, that rhey know the 
Wants and State of men upon earth; and 
are mindful of them ; and at leiſure ts 
obtain the things that are pray'd ow 
Now, to ſay thie Sainrs know all To: 

p etefk 


ro” prant, thor 


the 41. would be loth 


' bold Prerhiſes na 
rurally teding'to'Ir.. 
"But let the Pa piſs Opitiions be' in 
this eaſe What 6s pleaſe, it is your 
neſs ' to be of that Communion 


which reaches you to diretyour Prayers 


only to God ; 'Who you are' well Albee. 
tait'd, kriows all your Wants; and is wil- 
ling” and able ro relieve then. © The 
Setiptute faith expreſly, that Chriſt is 
the . oily mediator with God, and that he | 

ave himſelf a ranſom for all, x Tith.2.546. | 
The office of Saviour and Mediator are 


two things which muſt neceſſarily be 


joyn'd together ; ſo that he Who is the 
one, is the othet alld.. Now ſeeing | 
chere is but one Saviour, there is alſo 1 
but one Mediator : and that is Chriſt. | 
There is but one' God, and he is the 
Creator of all, and wills and. deft Iens 
the 'food of all; and there is bur one 

Peace- 


4 


evil: State, and commands all that com. 
-municate with him in humane Nature, 
ro/'come unto God only: chepigh him. 

God having no”) where /appointed any 


other interceſſors belides him. - Whi 


conſideration moved the) Church, ever 
ſince it was call'd- Chriſtian, to offer up 


-her Prayers only in the:name.of Chriſt, 


_ * yo erp in this Form, 
hrough Jeſus Chriſt ' onr Lord, Keep 
ine ht the Doctrine of the Church 
to which you belong, and which obliges 
you to pray only to God, and in her 
224, Article cenſures all praying to any 
elſe, To be'a fooliſh thing , wvainly in 
wented, and grounded npon no warrant 
of Scripture, but rath:r contrary thetts 
ants. | 
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Some uncommon Confiderations'to ſtir: you 
£11” up to the! Holy exerciſe of Prayer. + © 


”— 
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*T7 Here is:not any. one part: of Re- 
_-J ligious Worſhip, which is more 
ſtritly ; commanded// by the Laws of 
God, or. more highly recommended by 
the practice! of '\Holy; Men, than that | 
of 'Prayer. - This carries with" it the 
greater Beauty and Luſtre, and in all re- 
ſpeds is of: greateſt : uſe- and -benefir. 
And yet notwithſtanding all this, there 
are not many things 'wherein- ( per- 
haps) you may find your {elf more in- 
differed, cool and unadtive, than in 
Prayer. And: thetefore the better ro 
quicken you up to this Sacred Office, 
I here: preſent you with ſome leſs ob- 

vious Conſiderations to that purpole. 
And ( 1. ). Conſider that by your 
diligence in Prayer and conſtant cal- 
ling upon God, you become his Re- 
membrancer, and ſuffer him not to be | 
| unmind- | 


eras ro; | As ning 
rll 'hearken” utito the cry of 

d'give them; if not what 
"Parry" deſire, yet" what he 
knows to' be'molt 'for their! good. Tr is: 
not: ſafe for you to conclude +of his 
Kindneſs towards you; by his not ſpee- 
dily granting your ' Requeſts. | For they 
that are deareſt to: him, may often- 
times 'with great difficulty work - out 
thoſe © bleflings; 'which all into * the 
Months of rhe Careleſs. © And the 
* Wiſe diſpoſer of all things, knows it 
*fit to hold his beſt Servants ' ſhort 

* of thoſe Favours which they ſue for: 
« but then it is for the rryal of their 
« * Faith, or the exerciſe of their Pati- 

* ence, or the encreaſe of their Impor- 
Ly * tunity, or the doubling of their Obti- 

* gation. And when he withholds his 
Benefits for a while from his humbleſt 
Suppliants, yet he does not forget them. 


D 3 Hows- 


a 


ring pe] one, NIE is not. (and. eſpe 
ch ; importunity' we -uſe;ro one at} 
_ when we want to,bereminded and. 
Have our Memory. refreſh'd.; It is hold 
ing ſuch.a continual converſe with God, 
45 humbly to let him ag = Jacob 
did the. ad with hem: he  icove, 
that we- will, nor ſu os to leaye 
till he. is gracioully pleas'd to bleſs 
us. 


(2.) All pious Chriſtians, according 


to S.Pawl, have their converſation in Fleas. 
ven : Phil. 3. 20. Matth, 6. 20, 21. .it 
is their Property and Glory to live here 
below as ifthey were above: they bend 
all their. Thoughts and Deſpes prin- 
"cipally ro Heaven, and tho' their Bo- 
dies are on Earth, yet their Aﬀections 
are where Chriſt fits at the right hand: 
of God. Now, there is no readier way 
for you to have your Converſation. in 
Heaven, than by continually ſending 
' up your Soul thither in fervent Prayer. 
For by this you pierce the Clouds, and 

have 
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may. be faid to. ſoar above. rh 


fo, creeping. Concerns of this impure 


Work, A to have. its | ConrarlpFien 


ea be ens d, ill be Bow, 


ro endear Devorion to your choice, and 
to, oblige your care of, ſp Seraphic a 
performance. | 

In the Third place, Confider that at 
the laſt general Judgment your Prayers 
ſhall come up for a memorial before 
God, and þe both acknowledged and 


rewarded by him. Then will the Judge 


of the whole Earth own all deyout 
Souls for his, and in the moſt literal 
ſenſs make good what ought, -as far 

7 as 


gave re God. FRO, to ihe Hg and "wir a 
T0 God aliwa 4 Ads IO, Gen. Was. #-6y 
/ ritable and bountiful to the indigent, 


and a conſtant obſeryer of the ſet. Gage 


of Prayer. And his Alms and Pra 
were 1o Plealing, to God, that wy O 
brought down no ordinary bleſſing wit 
( on him: for of a Jewiſh Proſe! ſelyre. G 
made him a Chriſtian Convert. 
which ſingle inſtance you 'may Jifcern 
- the particular regard -Heaven has for 
thoſe who conſcientiouſly obſerve la- 
ted Times of Prayer, and joyn Works of 
Charity with Deyotion. That ſach are 
bleſſed of the Lord, and ſhall nor fail of 
xcaping the F ryit thereof in due ſeaſon, if 
Fhcy faint not, 


Conſider 
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hs Lord, not. xs jou: Frailties, but 
eyen.your worſt wilful Sins, and that 
zoo with aſſurance of their Remiſſion, if 
they. are truly repented of and entirely 
Forkiken 3 > Thar, God, the only Maker, | 
.Preſerver, and Univerſal Monarch of 
the World, ſhould admit ſinful Duſt 
and Aſhes to approach him, and in 
Prayer to converſe with him, is not | 
only the higheſt Satisfaction and Con- 
tentment, but the greateſt Dignity and | 
| YVouchſafement whereof a Mortalcan be | 
[ eapable. When | 


A --2 aA *% aut 14: Mt Of 


ad him.give/ over his y ceo nd: 
him alone, that he might exe- 

ite: the Diſp againſt that 
if cked People; which by ' Moſes's in- 
er ; ion was reſtrain'd.. And. though 
Moſes grants that there were great Rea« 
ſons: 'and Cauſes for God to. deſtroy 
them, yet he ſhews: alſo that there were 
areater for God to ſpare them. | By 
their Sins they:deſery'd DeſtruQion, but 
yet God's Glory was concern'd in their 
Preſervation, leſt otherwiſe the Zeyp- 


tiens' ſhould ſay ; ** For miſchief aid he 
c bring. them out t0 ſlay them in the Mouns 


1y i **:ains and to conſume them from the face 


Jef the earth, Exod. 32.12.14. And 
Meſes's interceſſion for 1frael was ſo pre- 
vailing, that God, repented of the Evil 
which he thought ro do unto his Peo- 
ple. Not thar there could be in God 
a proper Repentance, as -it ſignifies. a 
J focrow for a Fault committed, and an al- 
| teration of his Mind raward the ſame 
Subject : 


the Alviſe Creator, Ins 'thia © Sep 


6s of Gai will and. king 
PE OT bar; ur hag 
Bur WS x whi < is chill 


dts avert his Judy 
appeaſe - the' Anger” he. 
__ obey 'd again(t his Peop boi \te 


was "Prayer that hinder'd Iharhs Ruin, 


and it is ſtill the*beſt Inſtrument 'ro 
fetch down the greateſt Bleflings : for 
# 'pierces the clouds faith” Ben-Sirach, 
and will not turn away till the higheſt re- 
gard it, Ecclus. 35.17. 

.« You would think your RIfan hap- 
« py Man if you could get one certain 
© means of helping you to whatever | 

* you wanted, tho' it coſt you never fo 

© much pains and labour to pet it. 
Prayer is this certain means, which ne- 
ver fails of bringing you, if not all thar | 
you think you want, yet all that you | 
really want, or all that God fees fit for 
you. And conſidering in what continual } 


- want you are of receiving ſomething or | 


other | 
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1 from its performance: For if rhere 


untowardneſs of your own Hearr, If you 
would refine and. purge that from all 
Earthly and Carnal Thoughes,” and en- 
deavour to put ir into an Heavenly, Spi- 
ritual frame, and accuſtomyit to Prayer, 
all uncaſineſs therein would wear off, 
and for Pain-.you would find a ſingu- 


lar Delight and Pleaſure. For. nor only. 


your beſt Faculties are employ'd about 


the nobleſt of their proper Objedts ix 


Prayer ( as was ſaid ) bur it allo brings 
you near to him who is the Source and 
Spring of all Felicity ; which muſt needs 
yield a great Delight to Hearts which are 
not diſtemper'd, and like a ſick Palare 
cannot reliſh the mo{t_ pleaſant Food. 
But Prayer being a Spiritual Duty, is nor 


| to be taſted by a Mind that,.is Carnal, 


and 


be any unea ineſs therein, it ariſes not 
from the nature of che ; Duty, bur [the 
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Garlick.. 
ef non will not, - 
hings unworthy of your Thoughts, nor 
wilfully make Ton lf comforrleſs, by 
ſuffering either'Employmients © or ; Plea- 
ſures to thruſt. them out 'of your Mind : 
Bur rather make uſe of them to ſea- 
-fon your Delights, and ſweeten your | 
Troubles, and interpoſe themſelves be- 
twixt you and the World ; that ſo your 
Life -may +be | happy, and your Dearth 
welcome. | x” | 
I know you have better Monitors, 
and carry the beſt abour you, in. your 
boſom. And if whar I write be need- 
leſs, yet ir argues my Afﬀection, and 
diſcharges the Dury of Friendſhip. My 
Prayers are better than my Counſels, 
and both are hearty and unfained for 
your good, God proſper your per- | 
u 
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| he, _ - us heal defire' "to "Pa 
To hiy Aid' be Defend 
and tor iis x Dange 


rs and Ads 4 
fs, through ed Chrift Ony- Lord: 
Amen. 
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ea-fl - CHAP. . VI. 
Jur | * — SW fo OR" WR We c 

be- Baa”. þ Preparation ro Prayer. j 
ur 


th Hays giving you'an account of 
| the Nature of Prayer, I come next 


rs, | to ſhew what is requir'd o render your 
ur © Prayers acceptable, and ſo prevent the 
d- | praying amiſs: And the firſt thing re- 
id I} quifire to this endis the Preparing and 
ſly I Firting of your (elf for ſo excellent & 
s, & Performance. Thar there is fuch Pres 
or | paration expeRed at 7 ur hands, you 

r- | = learn both from''Realon and * ho 
pture, 


i 


- 1s Natural and: Common. to. all Men, 
ment and importance ought not to be un- 
dertaken, till they. be threughly mweighd ; 
and it be conlider'd, - h>»w-they may be 
beſt manag'd and effefted. Ze that ins 

| tends to build a houſe, or to make war, 
eurht firſt to fit down and tonfider whether 
he has (ufficient to carry on the work be- 
fore he begins it , left having began and 
wanting abilities to finiſh, he be forc'd to 
give it over with ſhame. and reproath, 
Luke 14. 23, 29, 30, 31, &c& Few 
things ſucceed well which are not firſt 
well conſidered. Every thing-you un- 
dertake requirzs a Preparation ſutable 
to the Undertaking. And. in the buſi- 
neſs of Prayer you. may fereh Argu- 
ments enough . from within your. felf 
for an humble Preparation to diſcharge | 
ir. For when you ſeriouſly refle& upon | 
your own Vileneſs, tha dreadful Majeſty | 
of Heaven to Which you ate to Pray | 

| Sri | 
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ſuch occaſions. Common Senſe directs 
you to approach thoſe who are your 
Superionrs * either in Condition, or Power, 
or both, in ſuch a ſort as becomes their 


Station and yours. Reaſon is a Law 


"againſt Indecency, as well as againſt 
groſſer Immoralities. So thart'you need 
no elearer Light then that within, to 
ſhew you with what careful prepa- 
rednels you are to ſpeak unto God 


by Prayer, and hold an holy Converſe 


with him; in that beſt of Religious 
Vuities. | 


: 
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_ fore he ventures leſt he expoſe 
| himſelf hip any ike and ces mas es" Ex- 
preſſion ; this-would be bur a becoming 
Piece of ReſpeR at. leaſt, and the want 
of it be condemn'd as' no {mall Pre- 
ſumption; Now in the caſe before us, 
the reaſon of the thing is only ſo much 
ſtronger than it can be put in any 
worldly Concerns, as there is fo. much 
more of awe due to the Perſon we are to 
ſpeak to, and the Buſineſs we come 
upon is of far greater-Moment than any 
thing that is meerly Temporal can pre- 
rend to. ,You that Pray are but a 
Worm,Duſt,a Shadow,a Bubble,Nothing, 
nay worle, ſinful, polluted and abomi- 
nable : He to whom you Pray is the 
Lord of Heaven and Earth, who is able | 
eternally to deſiroy your Soul and Body 


in Hell. The things you may Pray for 
are 


O  lpoken of ;/ And whether Reaſon \% 
do's not conyince you of its Neceſlity. 


- -Burif your great Oracle, Reaſon, were 
Dumb in this caſe, yer the Scriptures 


are plain and expreſsto the purpole. 


They teach you not to come. before 


God without having firſt firced your {elf 


for ſo dreadful a Preſence. And this you 
may collect from God's Command to 
Aaron ; Which was, that neither he nor 
his Sons ſhould Enter upon Divine Ser- 
vice, till they had waſh't their hands 
and feet in the Laver appointed for that 
end, Exod. 4 A Ceremony that among 
other things, did certainly imply, that 
all ought Piouſly to compoſe and order 
themſelves for the Celebration of Reli- 
gious Doubts, and to put away all Filchi- 
neſs both of Fleſh and Spirit, e're they 


did enter upon ſo Momentous a Solems- 


E 2 nity, 


187 TEES, WOE, 


pars wrkn pr enans full of h njuſt 
if they would waſh: and make 1 are 
clean, and put away the evil of their dvings, 
and retra# their faults, then he would 
incline his Ear to their Supplications, and 
be found: of them when they ſought 
_ unto him. Bur till this was: done, all 
their Sacrifices, - Prayers, and Oblations, 
- Were'to no purpoſe. 

Whilſt 7ſrael low'd to wander and would 
not refrain their feet ; whilſt they con- 
tinued in their Vices and would not 
give over their wicked Courſes, . God 
. did not only reject their own Prayers, 
bur alſo the Prayers that others made 
in their behalf. - For he poſitively for- 
bad the Prophet to pray for them, Fey. 7. | 
I6, and 14. 12,11. Declaring, that bs 
would not hear their Cry when they | 
Faſted, nor accept them when they of- | 
ferd Burnt O crings and Oblations. | 
And | 


[ 
4 


) oo 


wvorce, yet I will not hear them, Ezek. 8. 
18. Mine eye ſhall not ſpare, neither will I 


_ have pity: You haye then no hope that 


God ſhould accept your Services, whilſt 


you continue Impenitent. Your Heart 


muſt be furniſh'd with ſincere Piety, 
if you expe your Prayers ſhould be 
regarded in God's ſight, or that any 


other part of Worſhip ſhould be ſea- 


ſonable and welcom to him. Withour 
Repentance all the Religious As you 
can poſlibly execute, are but Illuſion 
and Hypocrifie ; inward Wickedneſs 
hidden under the Cloak and Viſard of 
outward Sandtity. Till therefore you 
give Glory to God by a free Confeſſion 
of your Sins, and by a lively Conver- 
fion fly to his Mercy, you can neither 
feel the effects of Pardon, nor the ac- 
E 3 ceptation 
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cenſe the. Divine Diſpleaſuee 


CHAP. VI. 


Preparation to -Prayer EE by the 
Jews, &c. 


— 


N D what is now {j poken concer- 
ning” this Preparation, is no novel 
or upſtarr Doctrine, but an ancient Or- 
ir a Truth, Taught and Practis'd by 
Men of all Rakion, and rejected by 
none but the Lewd and Miſcreant. . 
And firſt, as to the Antient Fews, 
Ariſteus reports,that it was their Cuſtom 


to Waſh before they Pray'd, 7 it. 7. 


And the modern Fews, (living in the 
Eaſtern Countries) obſerve the ſame 
cuſtom of Walking, aS a Preparative ta 
Prayer 


- A any. Reli To: Office in v4 
SanQuary, unleſs t 
| And it was with reſpe& to this Cuſtom, 
' that David would | not. come. to: the 
Altar, till he had waſh his Hands -in 
Innocency ; ; that 1s, till he had prepa- 


ey had' firſt Waſl'd. 


red himſelf to Worſhip God: being well 
aſſur'd that he was not worthy to re- 
ceive the Divine ProteQion, or any gra- 
cious Anſiver to the Prayers, wherein 
he did not joyn Purity to Devotion, 
and had a Heart as clean as the Hands 
he had waſht : And that his Thoughts 
and Actions were as purified as his 
Body. And tho” it was common with. 
the Jews in any ſolemn Buſineſs to waſh 
their Hands in proteſtarion of their In- 
nocency, yet this Ceremony was eſpe» 
cially uſed before they ſaid their Prayers : 
Which ſhew'd. the great eſteem they 


had for that Duty, and that they 


thought it of ſuch Holineſs and Pu- 
rity, as that it could not be rightly 
perform'd, without a Preparation an- 
E 4 __ {werable 


| further colle@ from the. ſe 
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ſwerable thereunto. And this you may 


| | 2m the. ſeyeral Rules 
preſcrib'd by the Rabbins , to be ob- 


ſery'd by. the Jews, when they come to | 


Pray. And, _ | | 
I. The Maſters forbad any to enter 


the Temple with Shooes on their Feer. 


Which Prohibition they founded on 


thoſe Words of God ro Moſes, Exod. 3. 


5. Put thy ſhooes off thy feet, for the place 


whereon thou ſtandeft is holy ground; which 
command was alſo given to Joſhua ( 5. 
I5.) by the captain of the Lords hoſt. God 
does notbid them to pur off their Shooes 


as if the Ground whereon they ſtood 


were Holy, by an internal or "5 "my 
Quality, 45: aufe of God's Preſence, 
which he was pleas'd at that time, in 
thar place, in a more eſpecial manner 
to exhibit. And from this injunction 
given to theſe rwo Worthies, Solomon 
likely gave that General Rule, namely, 
that every one fhould take heed to his 


Feet when he enter'd the Houſe of God. 
Which Text the 7arzum explains thus, 
$©'Thou Son of Man, take heed to thy 
_ © Feer, when thou entreſt inro the San- 

+ ar ararrts annraracer « Quary 
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proach him with all poſſible Reverence. 


Under the Law no man had liberty ro. 
come into the Congregation, who 
had touch'd any Unclean thing, till he. 
was {prinkFd with Water by the Prieſt. 
And 'under the Gofpel there is' no 
coming unto Gad, without having your 
heart Prink d from an evil Conſcience, 
and your body waftt with pure water, Heb. 

IO 22, | 
2. The Maſters forbad any to enter 
the Temple wich Duſt on their Feer ; 
meaning thereby, Thar all Earthly and 
Worldly Afﬀections, Thoughts and Pa(- 
ſions, were to- be ſhaken off and dif 
charged by them, who, come to offer 
Spiritual Holy Services unto God, nw 
ws 
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ews were alfo injoy 
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in Devotion. 
Nor were the Fews ſingular in- this 
particular, or the only People that were 


careful thus to Prepare rhemſelyes for 


Prayer. ' For the Mahumedans ( who 


- took many of their Rites from the 


Fews ) are very preciſe in Preparing 


_ themſelves for the Moſchs or Giamma's, 


the places of their Publick Worſhip. For 
they neyer repair to theſe till they have 
firſt Waſh't at home; nor do they 
enter thoſe Solemn Places with their | 
Shooes on. And- they are of Opinion, | 
That if they come Unprepared to | 
Prayers, or behave themſelves Inde- 
cently at them, that they loſe the 
benettt of their coming. Cleanlineſs ac- 

24 | cording 


Pu chr ro off, Ws p = 1s 
and' tha i ir is nor” £ ded vi 


4 id- - fallony 's meant” er "whole 
Jy 1 of Religious Worſhip. Now, 
this Cleanlineſs does not joy.5 reſpect 


m- i the Body , bur alſo regards the Mind 
by: and Converſation : and ir implies the- 
© 


putting away of all unlawful Acions, 
_ | the purging of the Heart from all vi- 
his F cious and unworthy Thoughts and Af- 
cre i} fections: And: they hold that Filthineſs 
for | in theſe is a rhing moſt offenſive to 
God; who according to their Alcoran, 
he IN as well as our Bzble, is of Purer Eyes 
ng I than to behold the leaſt Defilement, 
1s, And it may. well be ſuppos'd that 
Or If Chriſtians will not come behind Fews and 
Ve i Mahumedans in this particular : Nor 
CY |} boldly and inconſiderately ruſh upon 
e1r i thoſe holy Duties, which theſe Infidels 
N, ' approach with {o great Preparedneſs. 
tO} The Apoſtle adviſes all of his Religion, 
= to lift up holy and pure hands in Prayer ; 
he q 1 Tim. 2.8. By his Apoſtolical Authos«. 
C- | rity, he appointed that not only at the 
Temple 
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tions of Mind ſhould hinder . the exer- 
ciſe or benefir of Prayer. You do but 
burn Incenſe to Yanity, and lift up your | 
hands to Heaven to no purpoſe,” whilſt 

you regard Iniquity in your Heart, and 
your Actions are unjuſt. God will caſt 
back your Prayers, like dung upon your 
face, and rejet both them and your 
Perſon, when you tread his Courts, 
and at the ſame time hate to be re- 
form'd. God hears not finners, but if any 
man be hs worſhipper, him he heareth, 
S. Fohn 9. 31. His eyes are over the 
righteous and his ears are open to their 
Prayers : but his face is againſt them that 
do evil ; Pal. 34: 15. 1 Pet. 3.12. God | 
looks kindly on bis obedient ſervants, but | 
he ſets himſelf as an enemy againſt the 0b- 
ftinately wicked. He is nigh to good men 
and hears their Prayers, but their Prayer 


is an abomination unto him who turn their 
5 EAT'S 


of x he y @ Law: Prov 28. 945. G 


/penirent ſinners, who tubboraly walk 
in the Ways of their own Hearts, and 
q do-that which is Right 'in rheir own 
1& || Eyes: who either wilfully continue in 
ad |} their Impieties, or retain a kindnels for 
iſ} | them. Iris not then your having com» 
ur | mitted Sin, and your ſenſe of ſome 
ar || Guilt being upon you, that ought to 
s, || hinder your Praying. For you muſt 
e. | Pray the rather thar God may remit 
and pardon the fins you have commit- 
j | ed. For if you are humbly minded, 

;. || and ſincerely chang'd from Bad to Good ; 

i» | if you loath and forſake your evil 
it | Ways, and with a broken and contrite 
4 | Heart grieve for your Offences, you 
i; | then are one whoſe cry God will hear, 
;. | and whoſe tears he will put into his bottle, 
, | and not ſuffer a Drop falling from the 
Y oe of a Penitent to be as Water fpilt 
w | upon 


living : Pal. -46 I TH le will give 
' you ſpace and opportunity to live, and 
acceptably ro ſerve him. He will hear 
your Prayers when you come unto him 
without the loye of your Sins -abour 

you, or purpoſes. to continue in them. 
"When Noh came out of the Ark, in 
which, faith one, he had: long been 
Buried. not. Dead, his firſt Care was to 
Build an Altar unto the:'Lord, and to 
rake of every Clean Beaſt, and of every 
Clean Fowl to offer in Burnt-Offerings. 
And the Lord ſmelt a ſweet Savour ; 
he took notice 'of the Purity of Noali's 
heart, and accepted of his Actions, and 
ſhew'd himſelf pleas'd with his Holy 
Intentions. But that which herein ſeems 
to be moſt obſcrvable, and to our pur- 
poſe , was Noah's great Induſtry and 
Care for the right offering of this Sa- 
crifice ; . And this was. ſeen in his Buil- 
ding an Altar, and making Choice of 
ſuch Beaſts and Birds as were fit there- 
on 
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f /this will berray in you a Prophane 
emper. of erams.cher a lack of a juſt 
Eſteemand Reverence for God and/his- 
Service. . And therefore according / to 
Siracides, © Before thou prayeſ prepare 
* thy: ſelf, and be. not as one that tempteth 
* the Lord: Ecclus, 18. 23. _ 

Let: the Clean Beaſts and Birds of-- 
ferd by Noah, mind you of keeping 
your Soul Clean and Pure' from all 
wicked Reſolutions and Aﬀections ; and 
to appear before the Lord empty of all 
Sinful Habirs and Intentions. And ler 
no Envy, Hatred, Malice, or any Un- 
charitableneſs, lodge in your Hearr. 
For no Luſts of Carnal Uncleanneſs, no 
Filrhineſs of Spirit, no unſatiable and 
inordinate Love of the World, muſt 
poſſeſs your Soul when you lift it up 
to God. For you can never perform 
aright the great Duty of Prayer, un- 
leſs your Heart be Penitent, and your 
Aﬀections Pure. The Holineſs of your 
Perſon 
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the evil 


diligent Scrutiny) you find your {elf 
to be Guilty ; for every Sin whereof 
you do not Repent, will hinder the | 
Power and Efficacy of your Prayer. | 
Atid it will be with you as it- was | 
with Joſhia ; Whote Prayet for ow | 
Gb | 


Graces ntceſſary to Prayer. 


the Houſe, and caſt all the Filth 


and Rubbiſh out of Doors, your next 


buſineſs is to ſee ir Decently Furniſh'd : 
For - you are not only to Cleanſe your 
Heart from noyſom Lufts and Paſiions, 
bur get .it Repleniſht with ſuch Graces 
and Vertues, Qualities and Diſpoſitions, 


as are requir'd to Prayer. Now, Faith 


is the firſt of theſe Graces, and the 
Foundation of all the reſt. 


Of the uſe of Faith in Prayer. 
Worſhip , you have heard, is that 


Great Duty which you owe to God, _- 
J y 


| N D when you have thus ſwept 


ane; Hen ne 8: , Jann Bur LG 4 WP 
For both are his, and 


ſlip be ayes wy _ Wor- 
ipt. Now, Prayer is the Soul's part. 
of this Worſhip, die to be Ts 
Faith, or othepwiſe it will not pleaſe 
God. He that comes or prays to God, 
muſt believe that he is, and that he is a 
Remarder of them that diligently ſeek him. 
Which Text implies, That'you are not 
only ro acknowledge the Eſſence of 
God, ( which is done by the Infernal 
Fiends, ) but alſo to believe thad. he 
will give what you duly beg of him, 
and bounrifally recompence your dili- 
gence in the Search and Performance 
of bis Will. And believing this, you 
can find nothing fit to Tempt you to 
negle& God's Service. And altho' your 
Sincerity and Faithfulneſs therein ſhould 
coſt you dear, yet you are aſſured, that 
whatſoever Pains or Expences you be- 
tow in his Service, it will be abundant- 
ly rewarded by: your Gracious 'Maſter. 
And your Belief of this is the gee 
OL | 


[mg are Þ as or ne' 
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yotion. Burt if or, of " og pa 


_ faltly ro believe the Power, Widom, 
= Juſtice and Goodneſs of the Almighty, 
you can want no. motives to Pray to 

him. There.is no Promiſe annext td 


any Prayer, but what is made in Faith : 


and for this you have the Authority of 
- bur Great: Maſter, who told his Dif | 


ciples, That they ſhould receive all thin 
W atſoever they ask'd in Prayer, if E 
believ'd; Matth. 21, 22. Not that Chriſt 


by thoſs words gave you Toleration 


to ask whatſoever ſhall come in yout 
fancy ; for Prayer muſt be regulated by 
Faith, and Faith tnuſt tiot go beyond 
the bounds of the Word. Bur our Lord 
forbids you to truſt and confide it 
your Self, and ro, fely ori your owl, 
Strerigth ind Abilires for the getting 6f 
Whit you want ; lie would have you 
by Prayer ts apply yout {elf ro. God 

p- ths 


S. Mark 15. "WY T7 Fon unto. > ow ht | 
things ſfoever ye defire, when ye Pray, be- 
lieve that ye receive them, and. ye ſhall 
hive them. Believing in this place, has 
reſpe& to the Promiſe Chriſt made to | 
all who call upon God in his Name. 
And it fignifies your being throughly 
perſwaded that God will grant the thing - 
you beg of him in the Name of Chriſt; 
through whom alone your Prayers are 
EffeQual and Prevailing. JF any of you 
lack wiſdom, let himask of God that giveth 
to all men liberally, and upbraideth not, 
and it ſhall be given him: but let him ask 
3n faith, nothing wavering, Jam. 1.5, 6. 
If any manpray, let bim pray with Con- 
fidence to. be heard, and with a Mind 
reſoly'd to ſtick faſt ro God, and ſied- 
faſtly to adhere to the Doctrine and 
Practice of Chriſtianity. And doing 
thus he has no reaſon to be Doubtful 
of the Divine Care and ProteCtion: 


The Prayer of Faith ſhall ſave the fuck, and 
the 


- Here. Aare- Diſplay 'd ewo: ond Jerf 
bf Fg of thoſe Project which: proce 
| from Faith in Chriſt ; Firſt; they prev wail 
with God for the Recovery, phory' Re- 
_ Koring' of the Sick to his former Health; 


; Jam 5.15. 


unleſs God” has purposd to: diſpoſe of 
-r otherwiſe for the Goa of the Infirm, 


and his own Glory. - Next, they ſhall 
prevail for the Pardon of the Sins, for 
which he is chaſtiſed of God with Sick- 


neſs, if upon his Recovery he amend 
His Life. Bur ſtill in. granting your 


Prayers God has reſpect to his-own 
-Glory and your Benefit. And when the 
Granting what you Pray for is Incon- 
ſiſtent with either of thefe, he merci- 
fully withholds his Hand from giving 
it. And. (ceing this Faith whereof we 


now ſpeak, is the Gift of God, humbl 
beſeech him to pour this moſt Excel- 
lent Gift into your Heart, and to work 


'in you ſuch a Faith as may be as an 


Hand to receive all his Favours: Be 


careful not to acquielce jn a dead, in- 
F 3  effecual 


b Je bn my 1 fo, thy ful ir fr 


33 The Chrfiane 
fleQual Faith, bur in ſuch a Faith /as 
hews: its ſelf in good Works; and 
which \ inables you to overcome the 
World, and to conform to. his: Will = 

whom yau believe, 

' Ta the end that you may Pray a- 
right, take care when you enter up- 
on this Service, to entertain your 
9 Mind with the ſerious Thoughts of 
* Gad's Excellencies and PerfeRtions : 
* That his Mercy is over all his Works 
*and endureth for ever ; That he is 
* Faithful, and withour all Yariableneſs 
* or ſhadow of Change; Thar his Pro- 
# miſes are 7ea and Amen; Thar he is 
« nigh to. all thar call upon him faith- 
6 fully; and that he wil ( one way Or 
« other ) fulfil the Deſires of them 
© that Fear him. With theſe and the 
like conſiderations, you may yigorate 
and enliven yaur Deyotions with an 
AQiye Faith ; and draw near and fall 
low at his Footſtool, in full Aſurance 
that his Ear is open, and on Hand 
firetchr our, to give you the t ings you 
long for, or ſome thing elſe, "which 
Fn his Infinite Wiſdom he knows to be 
bertex 


| believe, you ſhall certain 
7 Aankeescaguacy & quan x 
ut co 


| Life, he has limited 
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* better for you. You are not alway to 
| ainly receive eve- 
for : you 
- cannot with any juſt confidence expect. 
What God. hath no; where promis'd. 
And _ = .has abſolutely —_— 
you all thin pertaining to ternal 
Life, and Godlinek wars. as. to the 
things appertaining -to this preſent 
dhis promiſe of them; 
1o that he will give .or withhold them, 
' as he ſees them Neceſſary, Profitable, or 
Convenient for you. / Seeing then that 
all the Promiſes of God are not of equal 
| Extent, and ſeeing your Faith can go no 


_ farther than rhe Promiſes; you cannot 


firmly believe, rhat you! ſhall have my 
particular thing granted you, becauſe 
you cannot certainly tell, whether this 
or that will be Beneficial, or Proper for 
you. For whatever you may imagine 
or conceive in your own Thoughts, it is 
God alone that knows that Infallibly, 
and therefore you cannot be aſlur'd that 
God will beſtow it on you. 


F4 CHAP. 
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Charity requir d in Prayer. '' - | 


AND as you are to pray-/in Faith, ſo 
* likewiſe in Charity. This is a dif- 


KY 


fuſive Grace, ready to do good, and 'ex- |f| 
tend it ſelf ro all. Ir takes the whole } 
Race of Mankind: into your Litazy,and || 
_ abliges you to: pray accorditig to: our 
Saviour's Form, which reaches you to || - 
beg all' the ſame Bleſſings for others, | - 
that you beg for you ſelf. All your | 
buſineſs in this Life, next to ferving | 
God, is'to doall the Good:you can to | - 
your ſelf and others. And: {ceing ' by 
reaſon of the narrow and weak condi- 
tion of your Natare, it is not in your 
Power to do all that is needful, you muſt 
therefore apply your” {elf to him from 
whom cometh every good and perfect | 
Gift; praying, that he out of his own in» | 
finite and inexhauſtible Treaſures, would | 
{upply the Wants of all Men, And ſee- 
ing every one is in ſome Want or other, 
| every 


—I 
wo 


: by ne muſt have a ſhare in your 


3 bs ; foegingtali of your Treſpaſſes, 


'your 'Tre 
their Treipa 
maketor Pardon of your own Sins, you 
ſolicit: your 'own Ruine, if you pardon 
not others rheir Sins: For in ſaying, For- 
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is'that which above all things you have 
abſolute need to. defire: of God ; for 
withour this all other Bleſſings- would 
be inſignificant. But you have no rea- 
ſon to - expe God ſhould forgive you 
alles,-unleſs you forgive Men 
fles. . In the Petition you 


give/ us our Treſpaſles, as we forgive 


them that treſpaſs againſt us, you pray 


God would neyer pardon you, if you do 
not pardon others. How can you ra- 
tionally deſire Forgiveneſs from . God, 
when you deny it to your Neighbour ? 
The great Man in the Goſpel who for 
gave his Servant a conſiderable Sum, 
when he defird it, charg'd the ſame 
anew upon him, when he refuſed to for- 


| give his: Fellow-ſervant a ſmall Debt. 


- Matth. 18. 23. His doing this fo far 


provok'd his Lords indignation againſt 


| him, char he gave him up to the Tor- 
mentors, 
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' mentors. And thus will: God deal with 
| you, if you deal thus with your Fellow-i 
Who will aſſuredly Se w_ as you 
do them. ' Zf you forgive not men their 
zreſpaſſes, your heavenly father will not for- 
give you yours; Matth. 6. 15. And as 
the Goodneſs of God can in nothing be 
more Evident: and 1lluſtrious than in 
readily. Forgiving thoſe who beg his 
Pardon: So there is not any thing in 
which his. Juſtice can be more Equal, 
than in dealing Severely with thoſe, 
who deal Severely with their Bre- 
thren, | + 
It's obſervable, that our Saviour took 
..hold of frequent occaſions to inculcate 
the Neceſſity of Mutual Charity, and 
that.-he made it the Badge whereby his 
Followers were to be diſtinguiſhed from 
men of all other Religions. And to the 
end you might continually remember it, 
he inſerted it into the Prayer which you | 
are to uſe daily ; ** Forgive us onr tref- 
* paſſes, as we forgive them that treſpaſs 4- 
* eainfl us;—And with what Face can | 
OTE you | 
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Compaſſion and Charity #' How 


can you hope to. prevail wich your Crys 
and Importunities on God, as long as 
you have no Bowels your ſelf towards 
your Neighbour. Remember ir is the 


Rule of Gods Procecdings, That hz ſhall 
have ' Fudgment without Mercy, who has 
fhew'd no Mercy 3 Fam. 2. 13. 

* And tho' Prayer be the beft Sacrifice 
and. the beſt Gift, you can bring to 
God's Altar, yet it will not be'accepted 
at your hands, if your Heart be ma- 
licious, when you come to offer ir. 
There were many things” which under 
the Law would render the beſt of Sa- 
crifices rather Offenſive tro Almighty: 
God, than be of any Avail to him that 
offer'd them ; and in like manner there 


is nothing. which more effeQually at 


once deſtroys the whole deſign of what 
is the True and Proper Chriſtian Sa- 
crifice, than Uncharitableneſs. If there- 
fore you have any Pique, or Unchari- 
table Variance with your Neighbour, 
do all tha in you lies tg þerecancil'd ro 

wh J'} C09" "Rs 


- } Daily Sacrifiue. At. 
you look up to the Father of Mercies 
with this Petition in your Mouth, if you 


es I rn, A A A og tes Dat a 


member'd he had injur'd/ aty man, he 
ſhould leave his offering. unpreſented, 


ders the Aſcenſion of your Prayers : but 


fiteth nothing ; 1 Cor. 13.3 


man ood > ores ac bs i ee EIN 
6 * 


this 'w nor hs” bad: T ki,” bag lr 
his Gift 'ro the Prieſt to be - offer'd+ in 
Atonement for his. Sins, that if he' re- 


and repair to the perſfon'he had wrong, 
and to uſe Means to make him Friends 
with him, and then to -come and' com- 
plear his intended Atonement. 

Every wilful Sin is a Cloud interpo- 
ſing berwixt you and Heaven, and hin- a 


=. 
Pay 


no cloud is {o thick as'Uncharitableneſs : th 
This darkens the whole Heaven of Re-W 
ligious Exerciſes, rendering them void 
of alt Efficacy and ' Advantage , for 
Whatſoever you do __ Charity, pro-M®" 


God has made of one Blood , 
and Redeemd by one Ranſom, all 
Nations of Men, fo that you are not 
ro harden your Bowels againſt any 
that partake with you of the ſame 
Common Nature and Redemption. And i 
therefore, if you want Tenderneſs of | 

Heart, | 


A - [7 
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che'Father of -Com 
you, that. you may be deeply attected | 
with the Miſcrics and Calamitics of all 
Men, and imploy your Abilities for 
their Succour and Relicf Beg the Holy 
Spirit of Love to dwell in your Hearr, 
and to caſt our thence Malice, Hatred, 
and Uncharitablene(s, and ro ' begert in 
ds you that .Prous, Generous Temper-of Mind, 
ml which ſecks not only to pleaſe your 
ſelf, but"alſo your Neighbour for his Good 
o- to Edification. And ſeeing that all your 
doings without Charity are nothing worth, 
beſeech Gad to pour- into your Heart 
(s that - moſt excellent Gift of Charity, with- 
Wet which whoſoever liveth is count:d dead 
fd before htm. | FT co 
| What was it that provok'd God to 
animadyert ſo ſeverely upon Corah and 
his Accomplices, when they came to of- 
g fer 2 ' Was their 7zcenſe untayory 2 Or, 
all were their Cenſers unhallow'd 2 Was 
their Altar profane? Or did they offer 
with Strange Fire 2 No, but the faulr 
as in themſclyes, their Hearts were 
Proud and Stubborn , leyerrd with En- 


Vy 


v9 


. : 
- 
"6 + Pd o : 
"7. 6. A ef . 
trFy - TL 
Py ©: ; 
b $ wy i $324 
4 4 wy 
- * 2 
48. = F * by 4." 
» 


\ q 
Ki ok 3. 4 


dwell with him. Sach as be fooliſh ſhall not 
ſtand in his fizht, .and hs hateth all then! 
that work vanity; Pſal.5.4,5. Such as run 
cagerly upon Sin, and are as 'twere 
mad to commit it, ſhall periſh through 
their own imagination, and the Lord 
ſhall caſt them out in the Multitude of 
their Tranſgreſſions. - Their own Ma- 
licious, Uncharitable Deſigns of Miſ- 
chief ſhall betray them to Ruiti, and 
their very Prayers ſhall become an Abomi- 
pation unto the Lord, and be ho tnore 
gcceprabls 


1: as Un- 


he | © God is obliged by Promiſe to. pro- 
"ad I ſper and crown your Fidelity in his 
10 ff Service, and to Defend, and with bis 
cel Favonr, to compaſs you as with a Shield. 


nM He will open his Ear to your Petitions, 
ly Wand hearken to the Voice of your 


Prayer, which you make in Faith and 
ce Charity ; only have 'this always in 
2-8 Mind ; © 7hat as there is 4 great Benefit 
vill © 2» Prayer, ſo there is ſome Difficulty to 
ot diſcharge it aright : And that it is 
ef Impoſlible to do this without due Pre- 
unſparedneſs. * Which being marurely 
ercſl © confider'd by the Primitive Chriſti- 
gli ans, they never began their Publick 
rd © Prayers, till the Prieſt had raiſed their 
offl* Minds with a Preparatory Introdu- 
la-M* Rion. To which Pious Cuſtom our 
fiſ-fown Church had an Eye, when She 
ndfIOrder'd him that miniſters to Prepare 
mi-ffthe Congregation for Prayers with the 
oref[Reading ſome {elect Sentences of Scris 
bls | pture, 


| Stir'd up and Excited to a devour and 
reverent Deportment ; and to Draw 
nigh unto God with their Hearts, as well 


cople might-. be 


as their Lips. fl 
'And from what has now been ſaid 
you will be eaſily able to conclude, 
«That: there is a Moral Impoſſibility 
« your Prayers ſhould prevail, while 
« you remain Impenitent. And tho' 
one main Branch of your Prayer is, 
for the Remiſſion of your Faults, yer 
you cannot expe this, till you re- 
ſolve: to forſake them. To confeſs 
and bewail with your Tongue: the Sin 
you approve and cheriſh in your Hearr, 
will make all your Prayers. but an 
Heap of Indignities againft God, and 

of Imprecations upon your ſelf. 
When therefore you come to Adore, 
Worſhip and Serve the Lord, - your in- 
ward 'Thoughts and External Adtions, 
are to be Purified from Sin by Sincere 
Repentance. For God heareth notithe 714- 
penitent, nor thoſe who regard 7 in | 
. | $2217 
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you are thus rightly _ to offer 


Prayers unto God, an quali- 
fied, he will hear in Here, Sd from 
thence blew ov in Chriſt Jeſus. 


"Twenty Firf: Sunday after Trinity. 


YRant unto: Us, we beſeech thee Merci- 
ful Lord,' (and to all thy' Faithful Peo 
ple) Pardon 'and Peace, that we may. be 
cleanſed from all our Sins, ana. ſerv: 
Thee with a quiet Mind, through Feſus 
Chrift Onr Lord; Amen. 


G Twenty 
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Circumſpetri on at Prayer. 


Hviss already given,you an. Ac- 
count of rhat Preparation which 


is requird when- you come to Prayer, 
and ſhewn the Neceſſity) thereof, and 
wherein -it conſiſts: 1 am now to ac- 
quaint you with the: CircumſpeZion you 
are to uſe at the performance of this 

W. Great and Solemn AQ of Religion; 
"! By CircumſpetFion | underſtand. your 
bn care and. diligence to deep your Soul 
| UVa, 
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Ju drawn out. i chi) way of. a 

Piftare;;: n\. Chrift - is fupposd mw 
h be langing vriithe: :Crofs, and the /Vo- 
r, | caries upon” their cknees' 'fooking upto 
d N him and breathing our the different 
C- aſpirings 'of- rheir Souls, according ro 
zu. 8 the ninetſicn in the Goſp el, Ont of the 
*O abnndance of the heart the - AAA ſpeaketh. 

Oar of the months of the one flows a 
ur | Label direding ivfelf ina ſtrair. line to 
ul | to )che' Wounds of a Bleeding! Saviour, 
It, a G2 Praying 


up of cotrupr Paſſions and Ap 
rites, yd Se are e fill 'd "with wrmb3n of 
'fires/*or the \recitatiof ſinfuboPleaſures 
paſt, and. many-: -other-. ngs .of:'the 


like Nature. /- 'The: firſt -Man':\would 
nor/ſutter anything: to- inte t or idi- 
vert him in' the: Prayers: h&:offerid,/ but 


like a Beam'of Light they ſwiftly: and 
direftly made; their way to:'\theig:-pro- 
per Object; the other did:not mindywhat 

was about, but gave histhoughts/the 
Reins, and lefr them at liberty:co-ram- 
ble where they iſt: And ' though: he 
may ſeem to look the ſame way-*as the 
other. did,. yet” his: mind: is 'roving all 
rhe.while, verifying the exprefiion of the 
Prophet ( quored by our Saviour ; Math, 
15:8. ) ſuch a one may ſeem'to draw 


nigh with his mouth and honour God 
with 
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The Soul bf ic ſelf is nin imble afid 
aQtive, and in an inftait'can mount” up 


to Heaven. in Prayer,” which "is there- 


fore call'd an Elevation of the Soul 5 Pſat. 
25.1, But Earthly y-mindedneſs keeps 
It fluttering below, "hg faſtens its AF- 
fections to the Duſt, which does fo «log 


them , that they. cannot. aſpire ro w/o 


things above. You are therefore®t 
rake off the Weights which the World 
hangs upon your Thoughts, and which 
diſtraſt them in your Supplicarions. 
3. For 
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| ons mbich Was i grows 
over "with Thorns, and nettles had revered 


T of, © ay" the e: # onerwall, there- 


Pp hi ever. cecalion the. wan- 
NE your: Thoughts in Prayer may 
be:1 , it tug Ny concerns you in- 
duſiriouſly; to ayoid them... And in. a 
great. meaſure. you may. be able to 
do this,,.; if. you 'uſe that. due atten- 
tion. and zeal . in. Praycr , which you 
muſt own to be wholly requiſir and 
needful, 


And 


: 


you. live, My, og have your | * | 
. When the Fews enter the Synagogr 


hy for a- while ſtand ilenth ; in-the | 
| ure of Prayer, before they | egin it; 


in-which time they labour. to 


affect cheir minds with his Glo- Ee 


rious Attributes, whom they 7: 


_ are come tO Worſhip ; tharthe 
- Conſideration An may help the ber- 


ter to keep them from being yain and 
rrifling. And one of their Maſters taughc 
his Scholars that before they began their 


Prayers, © They ſhould think a while on 


* him to whom they make them. And jt 


would doubtleſs much contribute to the 


reſtraint and amendment of that wan- 
dring in Prayer, to which you will find 
your {elf wonderfully prone, to conſider 


in whoſe Preſence you are, and; the in- 


finite diſproportion that there is be- 
G 4 LWIXE 


ider that /it is' 30d 

you DK in” Prayer, b bur” rh! g 

| of will quicken your Attention; and 
render you apprehenſive, -and make you 
in a dread and ſurprize', if you find 
your ſe|fheedlefs and unconcern'd in fo 
Important a Bufineſs, and: in ſo Great "a 
Preſence. 

Seccndly, Attention is' a proper cure 
for wandring in Prayer, becauſe it keeps 
your Mind and Thoughts to every ſen- 
rence and word thereof. For that At- 
_ tention which is to accompany Prayer, 
is a ſettled and; compoſed Temper of 
Mind; which gathers all your Thoughts 
ropether, and fixes them upon the So- 
lemn Buſineſs you are abour. 

And tho' Idle, Impertinene, Wandring 
Thoughts, will be ever ready to thruſt 
themſelves upon you, and intrude into 
your Holy Offices, ſo that you-cannot 
be always totally free from them, yet 
by Attention you may much hinder and 
keep them from making any ſtay, -or 
getting the Dominion over you {o far as 
. ro corrupt or captivate the Will, a 
that 


irbſtandir bat hes | "Hh Wan- 
Thich you are' liable, may be 
yo ppinels, yer, it cafh never be ” 
yi Dur Sin, as long; as you”! ro painſt | 


tiely < conquer - -ehis 5 Wandring of your 
'Thouphrs in Prayer, yet you may re- 
 Þ|f ftrainand deal with ir as 45r4ham with 
e If the ravenoys Birds, which he continu- 
>s If ally Drove away, when they came to devour 
1- his Sacrifice ; Gen. 15» 11, 0.2 
i  Caufinus, (who was no contemptible 
r. | Director of Devotion) adviſes his Sup- 
»f | pliant to ftay upon every Sentence in 
ts | Vocal Prayer, the ſpace of a breathing, 
>- || and in that time to ponder the Words 
|| he pronounces, and to conſider the Per- 
g | ſon ro whom he ſpeaks, and his own 
{ | Unworrhineſs. He would likewiſe have 
-o || him ſo to apply the Prayer, as if it had 
ot | been made for his own particular uſe ; 
et | and to eſpouſe all the Aﬀedtions which. 
1d || the Compoſer of the Prayer had whenthe 
or | Holy Ghoſt moved him to compoſe it, "9 
as || andaſliſted him in the Compoſition. \ 5 


But 


| ceakeg« to. hich you do. not, attend 
your ſelf >. Can.,you hope. that he with 
a Paternal kindneſs. and affeQtion ſhould 
open his Ears to thoſe, who are: not 
coo before him ? If at. the ſame time 
you call to. Heaven, your 'Thoughts are 
{o ſet upon Earthly concerns, .ſo that 
when you. have done ,Praying , you 
ſcarce know what you have been. do- 
ing; is not this 0, offer the ſacrifice of 
Fools ? Who are raſh with their mouth 
and haſty in their heart to utter any thing 
before God; not confiarring that he is in 
the heavens, and they on the earth : Eccle/. 
5.2. You are not then to run over 
your Prayers by Rote, but with,xecol- 
lected Thoughts ro Weigh, and be Ar- 
rentive to what you fay unto him, 
with whom is Terrible Majeſty, and 
who-is a conſuming Eee 
Thirdly, "Twould not a little con- 


duce to your exerciſe of Attention, |þ 
in 
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Pers the, Don bo Pray wicked 
j zoughts 4nto.. your: mind, and. 
enting. ny with amuſing objedts., Fur 
£ would, be Satans intereſt-to give over 
woe you thus to Wander in Prayer, 
ye finds your ſenfe of it arming 
be. Soainſ fuch Wandring, and quick- 
ung your Attention, and rendring you 
nore circum{pect. 

. Now, this Repetition comes not wirh- 
ia -the compaſs of that which our Lord 
cenſur'd for vain, and idle. Marth. 6.7. 
For in this caie ,you do not repeat 
your Prayers over and over, out of a 
conceit that God will the ſooner be 

moy'd 
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"Prayers was condeins'd by 6u 

jour :) but the Repetition no now 4 
ken ©of 'is to mend [your Tahir tancy, 
and Thoughtleſneſs'c } the Bulineſs yi 
are about. ' For it is not the tun 
out of ſo many words, or -of the ain 
words 'over and'/over again', or the 
Length and Multitude 'of them, "that i 
pleating-unto - God, any farther than. a 
rhey expreſs the fervency of your - o 
the Importunity of your Zeal, and th: 
greatneſs of your Wants. But if you 
affect Length and Repetition in Pray: 
either out of Hypocriſie or Vainglory, 
it will be ſo far from pleaſing God and 
prevailing with him, that it will hare 
a quite contrary effect. And this you 
.may conclude from” our Saviours car: 
riage in this Particular, who diſliking 
the Heathens Length and Vociferation 
in Prayer , gave his Diſciples a' ſhort, 
comprehenſive Form, which they were 
to ule Lo imitate in their calling upon 
God. Fourthly, 
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outtrs 4 Fg ie 71-400” fights one 'of: the 
mb 1 MW; Parts of God's Worſhip, 
-Arawing | nigh 'untd him (with: your 

* lips,c; when Jour: heatt is far from: him: 

elides; if yow 'exaRtly; weigh, your lack: 

acl rechbibngogon: will | find-1t- tr a in 
it;a>great degree. of Atheiſm.' 'For.not 
to Artend 'to»what you. ſay, when you 
ſpeak: unto | God; betrays: in- you: a low 
eſteem of his. Majeſty ,' and. that, you 
haye: mean, unworthy Thoughts,of-the 
Godhead'; which has ever been ac- 
counted a piece of the vileſt Atheiſm. 
Call home then your ;roving Thoughts, 
and. employ them in what you are a- 
bout,” Ger as near Heaven as you, can; 
and have your mind there, and there 
only. 
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; bis Life-of bis: Prifive 
Ak over ' his Sait to! fun. Aker 
Seed: And” yer” this 1s": 
gure, when in Prayer you fulto 
mind to be carried away to: imp 
nent objeas, and faſten your Thorgtin 
ro the things which you eught-ro/ &void 
thinking on- Can you hope! ( ag2was 
but now intimated ) God: ſhould iinchne 
His ears to the Prayers, 'to whicty you 

will not- incline your” own? > Thar he 
ſhould regard your Petitions, when you 
do not regard them” your (elf You 
may eaſily obſerve your aptneſs:to heed- 
leſnels at Devotion; and how many 
things, 


2 
s .\ Fs FF -ﬀ 
1 :L 


-& N « 4 5 . ; | y x» . . d | 4 
a i FF b4 4 ” 4 k. 4 ; a3; Y 

n . ſ Wo [69 EE, Fj Y ; 
* 2 « 4b 4 


MA 


before the Almighty, and to affect 
Soul with this conſideration; © Th 
* you are not. ſure ' of another op- 
Frayers. a noms | 
Bur-if through the frailty of humane 
Nature you. cannot always exerciſe 
that Actention,” which” is neceflary to- 
reſtrain your wandring in Prayer; then' 
beg of God to-afliſt your frailty, and 
to eſtabliſh your Artention againſt all 
avocations. And ( tho* they may ſteak 
pon you at Devotion) that he would 
enable you by his Grace to reject them. 
And if after all you cannot” be rid 
thereof, be ſure to give them -no en- 
couragement, but to deny them your 
approbation and conſent. For when 
you do ſincerely ſtrive againſt them, 
: God 


rtunity to ſolicit him. with” your 
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Zeal in Prayer. + 


"PF Eal is another . help againſt - the 

7 , Wwandring of your. thoughts - in 
Prayer. .. Now Zeal is a ſacred warmth 
.and. fervour of Mind,- and an affectio- 
nate earneſtneſs to have your Prayers 
heard. For it. is not enough that you 
keep your Thoughts ro whar is utter'd 
by him that miniſtreth in che publick 
Service, and to ponder and mind eyery 
word he ſpeaks, but you muſt do it 
with intention and fervency.. For both | 
all wandring, and all deadneſs in Prayer | 
muſt be driven away. True Zeal will | 
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he ſeem'd indifferent whether he had 
it or no, you would think he had either 
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eldom - prevails with -Men. For if a 


begger ſhould ask relief at your hands, 


and do it inſo looſe a manner, as thar 


little Want, or great Pride ; and ſo haye 
no heart to relieve him: Now, the 
things you beg . of God are fo much 
above the rate. of any ordinary 'Alms, 


_ that you can never expect they ſhould 
| be given you, if youare flight and hea- 


vy in asking them. When you appre- 
hend, and fully conſider, the matter of 
your Prayer, and add to it a deyour 
earneſtneſs of deſire, then may your 
Deyotion be truly faid ro be Zea- 
lous. And tho' this quality chiefly re- 
ſides in the Soul, yet it often appears 
in the geſtures of the Body. As was 
ſeen in Moſes ; who when he made in- 
terceſſion for 7ſrael, © Fell down before 
" rhe Lord, forty days, and forty tights, 
be H 46 


4nd 


Z you ro be wholly bent to obtain what 
you crave, | A cold indifferent Suitor 
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and did other" au * 
. © water, becauſe of all the } 


x Theſ. 3.10. Epb. 6.18, 1 Pet. 4. 7. 
"OTA Fam, | 
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* had find, in doing wickedly in the fight 
6c of the. Lord to- provoke him' to anger. 


&« Dent. 9..18. And the. Zeal of this 


meekeſt of Men, was more than 'ordi- 
nary, when he defir'd God rather to blot 
him out. of - his* BOOX, than that he 
ſhould: execute/'his menaces againſt 7/- 
rael. Elias caſt himſelf upon the earth 
ro expreſs his Earneſtneſs in praying for 
Rain. And the ever Blefled: Jelus cox 
tinued all night-in Prayer, and offer'd up 
his ſupplications with ſtrong crying and 


tears; Luke6.12. Heb. 5.7. And pray'd | 


with ſuch Ardour and Afﬀectionatenels, 
that the ſweat fell from him to the ground, 
as if. it had been great drops of blood ; 
Luke 22.44. And this zeal and ear- 
neſtneſs ſeems to have been meant by 
S. Paul, when he exhorted Believers to 
be inſtant in Prayer : Rome 12.12, © To 
* frive in prayer : Rom. 15.30.' To li- 
bour frequently in prayer : Col.4.12.. Night 
and day to pray exceedingly : To pray al- 
ways with all prayer : praying earneſth. 


s' that Iſrael. 
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an excellent: help againſt the 'wand; 
of your thoughts in Prayer. 
Which is a fault whereof you can 


Ed 


be gy. when you pray with ſpiritual 
Aftection, dent Deſire, with':a 


fle with ardent 14 
fervent Mind,and with'a Heart inflam'd 
with that Zeal which the Holy Ghoſt 
kindles-'in it. God regards not the 


| Prayers which you offer, when you. do 


not ſtir up your Aﬀections, and- chafe 
your deſires, *and move your mind into 
2 warmth. The Great - Ruler of the 
world ' will 'not liſten to.:cold , lukes- 
warm Devotions. Such Prayers can nes 
ver reach" Heaven which want Zeat 
and Love, the only Wings that ſhould 
carry them thither. Files 

Be careful then when you approach 
God, to raiſe up your Soul to the high- 


eſt pitch of Zeal and Earneſtneſs that: 


you are able : And becauſe thar of your. 
{elf you are not able to do this, beſeech 
the Divine Omnipotence to inflame your 
hat fire of Deyo- 

H 2 tromn 5 


By all which facred Texts, 
| thar Zeal and Vehemency!ſcems to 'be 
enjoyn'd, which I now 'recommend-ias 


Fe OI Oe ID is 3-29 Ms aaa OOTY OO ng Ar IE Ie i EO IE IN 
S ws . Nag g . : 
; Ll Fe 0 YM | - ae: obitas 'd 
eion : and when 'it is' obtain yi beware 
of qu wilful ſin, 'or ler- 
. WE OS 2% +3 M* 

--1t/80 Ou for want -of fuel 
Fs . : 7 , 


wings Gn maaging X.: - 
And there wait no Motives to beger 
in you this Fervency in Prayer, when 
you conſider God's wonderful kindneſs 
and-carry the' thoughts chereof throug 

your whole Devotion. For, to think 


Or 


that _ he is inot only good by. Nature, 


but alſo in communicating his Bene- 


fits : That he is ready upon your Re- | 


pentance, to::blot- out your 'tranſpreffi- | 
ons and to be merciful -ro your Sins. | 
Such Thoughts as thele are good inward | 


motives to raiſe your heart .into Zeal, |þ 


When you lift up your voice, and call up- 
ou the Lord, either in his houſe, or your 
OLA 


Lord's houſe, ro joyn in publick 
Prayers, you have a .good opportu- 
nity to ſhew your Earneſtneſs and 


Zeal. God has Promis'd a ſpecial bleſ- | 
ſing to the joynt Requſts -which the. | 


Faithful make in his Hoſe, and that 


He will be in the midſt of them, and 
beſtow 


And Firſt , when you come to the | 


| 
j 


| 


' the bond of a 


you cat your {elf off fromthe Church 
and from the partaking of thoſe Prayers, 


beſfory hid Mekiies, TOS: of 


Favour on them, when they meet t6- 
gether 7» the unity Ln and in 
ur abſence 


from the Publick Players cannot be 


excus'd withour an, important occa-. 


> I for if' it be wil ul and deliberate, 


wherein alt are in common concern'd. 
And by this means you _ a uniſh- 
ment upon your ſelf (even a ſort of 
Excommunication ) which is pie pn? in- 
flicted by the Church, but in caſe of 
the moſt ? fethous offences. 

The ſame Zeal and Atrention are 
alſo requifire in the Prayers made in 
your Family, which are a fort of Com- 


mon-Prayers, becauſe all the Members 


of the ſhold joyn therein. And 
it belongs þ the Mater of the Family 
carefully ro' provide for this office ; and 
tro ſee nothing be wanting for the wel- 


_ fare of their Souls, who are under his 


Government. For the Family is Hea- 
theniſh where God is not worſhipt ; 
and where the Maſter does not reſolve 
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with Foſua, That he, and his houſe will 
' ſerve the Lord.! Foſh. 24. 15.1 

. And as to the Prayers you make a- 
part,: when you are ſo/us cum ſolo, and 
have no witneſs of what you do, but 
only. God and your Conſcience; yet 
becauſe that; even here you are' ſubject 

to Wandring and Diſtraction, as well, 
as you are in. company, you have need 
of the ſame Zeal and Attention to cor- 
ra2-it.. | a E 
In your private Devotions you may 

be more particular, according to your 


perſonal Neceſſities, and you may uſe 
therein a greater freedom both in words 
and geſtures, than you can in publick. 
But {till che Deyotian of the Heart is 
therein requir'd, as being that which 
God principally regards. - And as it is 
your duty to perform ni you ſorts 


of Prayers, {o it is likewite your duty 
to be Zealous and Atrentiye at them 
all. Prayer in your Family and Cloſer, 
will not excuſe your Prayer at Church; 
all are requir'd, all are neceſſary, and 
one muſt nor be taken in exchange for 
the other, © And mhoſoever is diligent 

{re + eas. 53 
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Daily Sacrifice: 
* in publick; Prayer, and yet nigligent in 
* private, it is to be fear d he rather ſeeks 


to approve himſelf to men than to God. 
; Which is contrary, to the:mind of our 
_ Saviour, who commands you. to Pray 

to God in ſecret ; jv from him alone 


to expet your Reward, and not from 
the vain praiſes of Men. You have 
been often told 7hat Prayer is that part 
of divine worſhip, which the Soul is to 


pay unto the Lord ; and you have allo 


been told, with what CircumſpeQion 
it ought to be. perform'd. Give me 
leave to conclude. this particular with 


obſerving, that tho' Prayer be a ſpiri- 


tual duty, and the proper buſineſs of 
the Soul, yet the Body has its ſhare and 
part therein. For both being God's 
workmanſhip and purchaſe, both ought 
to give. him homage and obſeryance. 
Now, the obſervance the Body ought 
to pay unto God in Prayer, conſiſts in 
tuch lowly, decent, and reverent ge- 
ſtures, as may teſtify the humility and 
reyerence of the Soul. Bowing, pro- 
ſtration, and the like external as of 
Religious Worſhip, are a particular right 
AR: H 4 belonging 
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1p to God ; before whom you are 
down and but, for bes yur maker, 
our ſhepherd, your proteffor. The Roy 
turhor "of the” 95. Pſalm, does affeQti- 
onately calf 'upon every one joyntly ro 
adore, worthip, and "pray 'unto God ; 
atid ro make" the members of the Body, 
the partners atid witnefſes of the real 
devotion. of. the Hearr, and ro joyn 
inward and outward reverence together: 
That the ſubmillive and” lowly geſtures 
of rh: Body: may ſerve to expreſs and 
ſignifie the. ſincere humility of the Soul. 
For tho' the humbleſt external bodily 
- geſtures are the leaſt conſiderable thing | © 
in Prayer, as having little or no propor- | _ 
tion to the neceſſary diſpoſitions of the Þ| th 
Soul; yet they are of ſuch moment, || de 
that if you pray, without them, it looks ÞÞ it. 
as if you did not conſider or know | ms 
what a weighty buſineſs you are abour, | ha: 
nor had a ſenſe of God s Dignity, or U 
of your own Vileneſs. Bur in theſe || tha 
bodily Geſtures you are carefully to || cul 
avoid whatſoever is vain, fantaſtical, | ho! 
and ſuperſtitious ; and to keep wirch- || Te 
in the bounds of decency and Pres tw 
| n . 


| 


4 


ward Deyorion 3 in your Ta rad be be an 

1eans co raiſe the Devotion | 
others. Bur I leave' the farther” 
| ſecution of this (particular, to. « 


of rhe T7. you ought 1 to o uſe in 
Prayer. | 


= = þA. __ I Y FY tn to tt... ———— Q & —_—_— 


PII. "0 ——— = — — 


CHAP. ' XII 


Of Frequency in Prayer. 


Hough Prayer be a Duty, which 

you are neyer to nepglea, 
there is not any Text in Scripture t i 
determines how often you are to uſe 
it. The Inſpired Word poſitively com- 
\ | mands you to call upon God, bur it 
| has left it to your Conſcience how fre- 
uencly you are to do it. The Scripture 
| that is moſt peremptory in this parti- 
|| cular, is, x Theſ. 5. 17. where S. Paul ex- 
horts to Pray without ceaſing. By which 
Text you are certainly obliged to theſe 


two things, viz. 
x. Not 


* 


. +E- ' Not to grow reltiye in. 


evering, 


veing .an homage you. are to p 
cominually ro God, and char withou 
which you can. neyer; hope, to be ſafe 
and proſperous... For Praying gives you 
a. title to God's ſafeguard. and preſer- 
vation, and it muſt be as laſting as your 
own wants, and obligation to worſhip 
God. And therefore till you find you 
have no need of God's Mercies, nor 
any tye upon you to adore him, you 
muſt Pray without ceafing. Which words 
imply, £3316 
Secondly , That your Prayers : under 
the Goſpel, muſt bear proportion with 
the Daily Sacrifices under the Law, which 
- were conſtantly offer'd Morning and E- 
vening: And you cannot fink your 
Prayers to a leſſer proportion, or pray | 
ſeldomer than Morning and Evening. 
It being highly reaſonable and necel- 
ſary thar you ſhould begin all your 
works with calling upon God for his 
direction and bleſſing ; and end them | 
with praiſe and thanks for his protection fj 
and ailiſtance. | 


Some © 


- Home Jaye: pe the Ap Gabe 
rords ['s Pray mithowt ceaſing, ) of Tr L 
ling every moment ' of their - life .in 
a yer; which can be no error, if it be 

Nfzod of ſuch an. excellent frame 
, f Spc and pious diſpoſition of Mind, 

+; alway in readineſs to call upon 


This religious .remper-and ha» | -{ 


ia .deyoutneſs . of Soul, is like the : ©. 

Aoly fire of the'SanQuary, which, never ... 
ent out : For it is always ready.to flame 
n pious <jaculations and affectionate 
reathings after God. And when for 

ant of meet circumſtances your Prayers 
annot be Vocal, yet they may be Men- 

al. And in this 75 nſe you may be ſaid 
o pray mithout ceaſing, which according 
o Diodati, is to be underſtood rather 
f the heart and affettion, than' of the 
rongue and words. 

And tho' you haye not always leiſure 
and opportunity to be upon your knees, 
yet you never want either to bow your 
heart before God, and by a pious temper 
of mind, and ſpirit of Devotion, to lift 
it up to the Lord. And notwithſtanding 

the Scripture has left the frequency of 
| Prayer 
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res wy publick. Prayers 
es of the Church; 'and in 
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Fom the Rules of the' Church; and 


Joly Men. : 

4nd firft, the Rnles' of the Church 
quaint you with the ſtated times of 
blick Prayer, from which you are not 
to' be abſent, when you can poffibly be 
at them. And it muft be a matter of 
eonfiderable moment. that. can Jufti 
your abſence from the Lords Houfe at 
che {cr rimes of Prayer. Now according 
to fome. Expofitors you. may be ſaid to 
Pray without ceaſing, when you obfervc 
the hours or times of Prayer, appointed 
by che Church Bur if you were not in 
Joyn'd to obſerve fach ated times 
Prayer, yet the very Light of Nature, and 
the Law of Piety, would oblige you to 
obſerve them. F or both theſe reach you 
ro omit no occafion to expreſs yourſ | 
Duty to God : © Which conſfifts in 794 
*« ſhipping him, giving him thanks, calling 
* #pon him, honouring his holy Nam? and 
* his word,and ſerving him truly all the day 


*of oar life. | = 
: And 
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Holy men 4n Scriptu ur Guide. 
And firſt of David, Who, evening, morning 
and at noon, did cry unto the Lord and he 
beard his woice; Fſal.55.17; With his- 
conſtant importunity he re-inforc'd an 
impreſſion of his Prayers upon God, the 
berter to-move him to grant them. - My 
voice ſhalt thou hear in the morning, O 
Lord, in the morning will I direct? my prayer 
unto thee, and will look up; Pſal. 5. 3. 
This religious Prince made the . firſt 
fruits, and prime of rhe day to preſent 
his ſupplications before God ; and after 
the manner of carneſt Petitioners he fix'd 
bis eyes on heaven, reſolving to waitand 
never” to move, till the Lord hearken'd 
unto the voice of his Prayer; nay, from 
thrice, David encreas'd his praying to ſe- 
ven times a day,Pſal.119.164. rightly con- 
cluding, that he could never ſufficiently 
admire and magnihe the Divine Excel- 
"Rf lencies; and that if he had had nothing 
q elſe ro be the matter of his praiſes, yet 
] he thought himſelf bound continually to 
Rf extol them. Ir's true, the phraſe ( ſever 


V 


rimes') may be aken'in'a large r ITY 
not meerly'to' ſignifie ary number, 
bur. be look'd upon as 2 mode of ſpeech, I 
enoting frequency in Prayer, MW 
ai: owing that David'was daily very 
often imploy'd- therein ;; which cuſtom 
co pray often was not peru culiar 'to David 
only, but was alſo uſed by God's peo- 
ple many hundred yearsafter he ſaw cor- 
ruption.'. As was ſeen in Danzel, who 
when he knew the Dead-warrant 'was 
ſign'd for his execution, Went. into his 
houſe, and his windows being open in his 
chamber towards Jeruſalem, he kneel'd pon 
his knees three times 4 day, and prayed and 
gave thanks before his God, as he did afore- 
time ; Dan.6. 10. The laſt words ſhew, 
that it was not an emergent zeal, or 
an extraordinary fir of Devotion, but ("Fen 
hat ir was his conſtant and uſual pra- [| #1 
Etice, -to pray thrice'a day, which was Yu 
the common cuſtom of the Jews ; - who (ob 
made Morning, noon, and evening the thre fon 
times of prayer; Ads 3. 1, and 10-4. and © C 
- 9.31; Which cuſtom was obſery'd alſo | Wa 
by the Apoſtles, and ſome Devyouter Þ| 20t 
Chriſtians went farther, and pray'd fix not. | 
t1mes ; 


FM A * 


rimes.a day, taking in the Compline, or 
ho Proysr made 
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- Bur if you ſhould imagine theſe exam= 
les to. be 'imitable, and that it would 
exhauſt too 'much of your time to be 
ſo often on your knees; then revolye 
with your elf; | 

I. That youare'never ſo far to immerſe 


and. bury your {elf in worldly bufineſs, as 


not to allow ſpace to begin and end the 
day with Prayer. And you cannot juſt- 


ly complain you want time to be thus of- 


ten in Devotion, when you conſider how 
much time you can find to caſt away, if 
not upon that which is vicious, yet upon 
that which is wholly i-pertizent to your 
Station. If. you would prudently re- 
trench your Recreations, and impltoy in 
Piety the hours you ſpend in Yariries, 
you would never be ſtraitned for time 
to beſtow in Deyotion. The true rea- 
| fon of your having {o /7:tle time to give 
to this is, becauſe. you laviſh ſo much 
[away in things of 1o little moment, if 
not worſe, that when it is paſt you can- 
not but condemn your {elf for it. 
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you mult one day give an 
account of the ſpending of your time, 
it bchoyes you to be wary how you 


ſpend ir. And the more time you have 
 waſtfully miſpenc already, the more ſip- 


nally-careful. you ought to be of that 
which yet-remains. And to redeem the 
hours you have thrown away upon Im- 
pieties, by a vertuous and religious im- 


. ployment of thoſe God ſhall yer pleaſe 


ro vouchſafe you. | 

Conſider, Secondly, how reaſonable 
and juſt a thing it is, that you allow a 
liberal portion of your time to his ſer- 
vice, who is graciouſly pleas'd-to allow 
ſo much to your own. God does not 
grudge you ſpace enough for your law: 
ful Buſineſs, and neceſlary Diverſions; 
but then he expeAs you would not en- 
croach upon thoſe minutes which are ap- 
pointed to Religious Exerciſes. It is ve 
ry obſervable, That men of Higheſt Stz- 
tions, and Weightieſt Imployments, have 
been the molt frequent and diligent in 
their Devotions. And of this truth you 
have two known, famous examples of 


David and Daniel, the one a King, the} 
other} 
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x diſingenuous 

: ha 1d be in you, to 

repine at the allowance of a ſmall parcel 

'K of your time to the ſervice of the Great 

'E Maſter of Heavenand Earth ; if you bes. 

lieve it to be juſt and reaſonable to'te- 

"E quire ſo many hours ſervice every day 
from thoſe that ſtand in rhe ſame relation 
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*B to your ſelf. Bur as to the parcels of time 
7 you are to allow to private Devotion, 
"IM they muſt be proportion'd to the nature 
"Wy of your Station and rieceffary Buſineſs ; 
: and to be no more, or longer, than will 


conſiſt with your urgent Afairs and be 
"| no prejudice to them. Ard that you 
| have time enough to do this, withotit 
FF hinderingthe due diſcharge of the Diities 
of your calling, or even your neceſlary, 


2 honeſt Diverſions, will be eviderit, if you 
"Fj conſider, the natute of Devotion int ge- 
in 


neral; and if particular, whetein the pri- 
oÞj| Yate conſiſts. 


CHAP: 


CHAP, XII. 
Of the Nature of Devotion, &c. 
A. ND. Firſt, asto the nature of Deyo- 

' tion in. general, it is ſuch an exer- 
ciſe of the: Saul, as may for the greateſt 
part be tranſacted without. interrupting 
the ations of the Body. So- that-you 
need. not always cloſer your (elf, and lay 
aſide your honeſt Atiairs, ro be Deyour. 

Devotion. is.the entertaining of pious, | 
uſeful and wiſe Thoughts. inyour Mind : | 


a 


it puts you upon weighing every thing M 
7ou do, and reflefting on whatever you | 
| done amiſs. It moves you to look | 
forward to the temptation that approaches I 1 
you, and puts you upon arming your ſelf WM 7x 
againft it with ſerious thoughes of Hea- M x 
ven and Hell, And when your Mind is BD {4 
really devout, it moves youto-look upro Þ 1 
the former with carneſt deferes. and endea- © wv 
yours to gaiz it, and down to the latter, | V 
with inceſſant care to eſcape it. Tf 
Now, you may do all this in the great- |} p' 
eſt throng of your worldly Concernments. | li 
| For | 


"S 


pr er or ere or NA II 


ſending up 
holy Wiſhes,anddeyout Vows untoGod? 


Bak in af he Soulſiboſs 
 motionsare fo nimble and-ſprighely, 
they have bur little d 


ing devour.” For what bodily Imploy- 


-ment can hinderyou fron lifting up your 


heart, even lifting it up unto the Lord? 
what Buſineſs can reſtrain your-Soul from 
irs afſeQiionare Ejaculations, 


If you have an implicit defire upon all 
opportunities to advance the Glory of 
God,if you Eat, and Drink, and Sleep and 
recreate your ſelf moderarely to this end, 

to enable yourtoſerve God the better and 
{o incorporate, and interweave {1 uch re- 
ligious' Thoughts and Ejaculations, a- 
mong your Nataral, Moral, and Civil Im- 
ployments ( ſothey be lawful and nece(- 

ary, and not ſordid and fervile) you 
make your common actions to become 
works of Piety, and exerciſes of Religion. 


Whar office of your Calling can keep you 


from conſidering every morning ttheTem- 

ptations to which that day you may be 

liable, and how you may belt ſtrengthen 
I 2 


and 


| eper Jence on the 
Body: er memories wirug ode, 
__ taken up, asto keep rhe former from: be- 


enabled you to do any thar are other- 
' wiſe; and that he has deliver'd you from 


any evil of Sin or Danger? And having 


thus begun and concluded the day, you | 


may comfortably commit ' your {elf to 
God's Mercy and Proteftion ; whoſe 
only guard is abundantly ſufficient to 
keep you ſecure: And then cloſe your 
meditarions with that of the Pſalmiſt, 
* Twill lay me down in peace, and ſleep, for 
* thou Lord only makeſt me awell in ſafety. 

And this plain conſtant courle of private 
Deyotion, is that which was enjoyn'd by 
our Bleſſed Lord, Matth. 6. when he bad 
you go to your Cloſet, and there to 


ſhut the:'doors after you. And there is 
| at 
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atle 
cefliry 


-1s in Secret, and tro whom you may un- 


_ boſom yourſelf without fear of Diſcove- 


ry or Reproach. . _ fe 
Secondly, This conſtant, daily courſe 


A 


of Private. Devotion, will beget"'in your 


mind bothan Awe,and Aﬀection' to God, 


and alſo make youin love with this Duty, 
becauſe it brings you toa familiarity with 
hini. Beſides this Cuſtom in Private De- 
votion will wear off all the ſurmiſed dif- 
ficulties th:reof,and make it become eafie 
and pleaſant. And when it is duly man- 
aged you will find it ſo far from interfe- 
ring either with your lawful Imployment, 
or your neceſſary Recreation; that it will 
pleaſantly mingleand aſſociate with both. 

You read how the unjuſt Judge, in the 
Parable,g ranted the Widow's Suit, not 
out of loye to Juſtice, but for his own 


+4 Falſe, 


d fit for: you to pray for in Publick. 
And therefore you are to goto him who 


E A The Criſtian 
l| Faſe, Leſth or es Fexwing 
Wear) ran gs © Dy [ 
Parable, is Inchcy and 
prercnc i in (Soc Ft t therein 
QU are neither to be neglis ent nortyr'd. 
ext, it ſheys the. &f Icacy and , force 
of conſtant. Neyortion, qo importunare 
Prayer, and how mighti y therewith God 
' is wrought upon ; and 8 illuſtra- 
tion hereof you haye:in the Man thar 
went to borrow Bread of his Neighbour. 
Tho' his Neighbour had lock't his doors, 
and bimſelfand all his Family weregone 
to bed, and when the reſpect of friend- 
ſhip would not work upon him, yet the 
Borrower ſhewing hisreal Want by com- 
ing at that time of night, his confidence 
in the Man to whom he came, preyailed 
with himto riſe, and to lend him as ma- 
ny Loaves as he needed. Lyke 1. 
But you have not only Parables, but 
inſtances of the power that perſevering 
' importunate Prayer has with the Al- 
mighty. For Meſes by it ſo far prevailed as 
to puta ſort of force upon God, a kind of 
neceſſity of ſparing /ſrael, when they had 


_ prgvok'd him to deſtroy them, Exod. 32. 
And 


_ And by it alſo Jacob wreſtled with God ſo 


long till hegor the berter, and came off _ | 


- with. a new. name, which. declar'd him 
Victor... For God {aid unto him, 7hy 
name ſhall. be called no wwre Facob , b 


Tſrael : for as a Prince. haſt thou power with | 


God and men, and haſt prevailtd,Geh. 34.28. 
And both theſe Parables and Examples 
recommend to your praQice, carneſtneſs 
and perſeyerance in Prayer. Wherein you 
need not fear being too inſtant and preſ- 
ſing, eſpecially, in - thoſe | fupplications 
which you make to God for a vertuous 
and holy life, while . you live here; and 
for an happy.and glorious Immortality 
when. you go: hence. For thele are the 
things for which you may pray abſoluce- 
ly, and which God will certainly grant 
through Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous, 7o 
whom, &C. | 


Eighty and everlaſting God, who dſt 


Govern all. things in Heaven and 
Earth ; Mercifully hear the Supplications of 
thy People, and grant us thy Peace ail the 
days of our Life, through Feſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Amen. 
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(for to us,” Lord, we beſeech thee, the 

" Spirit to "think and do always (uch 
| things as, be rightful ; that we who cannot 
do any thing that is good without Thee may 
by Thee be enabled to live according to Fhy 
WiH, through Chriſt owr Lord. Amen. ' 
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OO CHAP XIV 
The Things to be Pray'd for. 
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Am now come tothe laſt Thing I pro- 
F pos'd, to preſent you with, viz. an 
Account of the Matter of Prayer, or the 


Things you are to beg of God ; which 


are anly ſuch as he has in his Word pro- 
mis'd to give: and which for ſubſtance 
are all compris'd in the Sacred Form, em- 
pharically ſtil'd 7he Lord's Prayer. Now, 
this Prayer is of like uſe with the Deca- 
logue,and is to be theRule of your Peti- 
tions, as thatis of your Actions. And 
as you need do no more than what is 
ſet down in the Decalogue, ſo you need 
deſire no more than what is contain'd 

in 


hot frond oy wat 
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in the Lord's Prayer. To the Heads of 


ich all your Prayers are to be re-. 


firain'd, and you are ro uſe in them the 
like Simplicity and ſober Breviry, that is 

us'd in this. £474 48 of 
And both the Decalogue and. Lord's 
Prayer are of the” fame extent, both 
teaching you your Duty to God, your 
Neighbour, and your Self, The Deca- 
logue teaches you what you are to do, 
ro each of theſe, and the Lord's Prayer 
reaches you how you may beg of God 
to do them as you ought. And as the 
Ten Commandments were twice given by 
God the Father, fo was the Lord's Prayer 
twice given by God the Son: once at 
rhe requeſt of his Diſciples. S. Luke I 1. 
1,2. and a Second time of his own ac- 
cord, S. Matth. 6.9. And when our Lord 
oave this Prayer he intended it to be 
' the true Sum of all Chriſtian Prayers ; 
and that none were to ask any thing 
of God but what was therein compre- 
hended. | 
For (r.) There is not any thing that 
you need delire, reſpeCting your Duty to 
God, which is not with wonderful ow. 
nes 
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The Chriſtians 
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nels ( conſidering the brevity ) ſumm'd 


up in the three.-firſt \Peritions of this 
Prayer. The firſt whereof regards your 
glorifying of God's |Name ;. The ſecond 
the eſtabliſhing of his Authority and Do- 
 minioh, in your heart; 'and the . laſt, 
your Submiſſion and Obedience to his 
Will. Which compriſe all that you need 
deſire of God in order to the right per- 
formance of your Duty. towards him. 
And in the firſt place it teaches you 
to pray for the hallowing and glorify- 
ing of God's Name. By his Name you 
are to underſtand in General God Him- 
ſelf ; and in particular his Glorious 
Titles and PerfeCtions , together with 
every thing that has a peculiar relation 
to him; as his Word, his Day, his ZZouſe, 
&c. For as you owe to all theſe an aw- 
ful, humble Reverence and Devotion, 1o 
you are to beg of God to ſtir up your 
heart, and to aſliſt you to pay it as you 
ſhould. "That he would inable you fo 
to carry your {elf toward all Things be- 
longing to his Being and Service, as that 
all may fee you ſincerely Honour and 
Worthip his Adorable Eſſence and Excel- 
| lencies : 


eficies : For ſeeing God, who is the So- 
yereign Holineſs, has been pleasd to re» 
al himſclt as it were by a proper Name, 
and. to take, unto him the endearing 
tle of Father, honouring all Believers 
with the relation of his -Children; it is 
your Duty to beg, that he would give 
you Grace, to. Glorifie him both in Word 
and Deed, and that you may be an in- 
ſtrument of cauſing him to be: Hanor'd 
by all men ; and that neither by you, 


- ARES. oo HS. — 


may at any time be profan'd, _ | 

And this Hallowing of God's Name 
is the firſt thing you are taught to pray 
for, and the foundation of all the reſt. 
For unleſs you Glorifie God, and Mag- 
nifie him aboyeall Things ; unleſs you 
acknowledge his Supreme Majeſty, and 
Superlative Goodneſs ; you are not fit 
to Pray for. the coming -of his King- 
dom. Which Kingdom is threefold,v:z. 
| one of Power, whereby he ruleth over 
| all Creatures : another of Grace, where- 
| by he ruleth in the hearts of Believers, 
by his Word and Spirit: and a third of 
Glory, which in a more Eminent man- 


ner 


Daily Sacrifice. WEE 


nor by your means, his Sacred Name 


n2 The Chriſtians 

ner ſhall begin at the laſt Judgment : 
when Chriſt as man, ſhall deliyer up the 

| Kingdom to God the Father ; and when 
all the Saints ſhall be taken in 'to Reign 
with him. And the coming of all theſe 
Kingdoms makes up Os requeſt | 
of the Lord's Prayer; for therein you'de- 
ſire that God would exerciſe his Power 
in ſubduing, and his Juſtice in puniſh- 
ing his Enemies; that by this means 
the World may be freed from thar Im- 
picty and Confuſion, wherewith it a- 
bounds; and that every one may ay, 
Verily there is a God that judeeth in the 
Earth : Pſal. 58. Ix. and plainly diſcern 
that this World is not govern'd by 
Chance, but adminiſtred and manag'd 
by an Almighty, All-wiſe, and moſt Juſt 
Providence. And as it is your Intereſt 
and Happineſs, ſo it ought to be your | 
Prayer, that God's Kingdom may be vi- 
ſible and his Authority exerciſed, to the Þþ 
end, that his Faithful Servants may be | 
ſaſe from their Adveriaries, and have | 
their Neceſlities reliey'd, and their De- | 
fixes accompliſh'd. & 


Next, | 


mercifully. « 
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dom of wright he would 
abliſh his Throne and 
minion in yours and in the hearts of all 
men ; That the Goſpel may be Univer- 
fally Embrac'd; and that they who are 


of God's Xz 


now ſlaves to Satan, and their own vile 


affections, may be converted, and re- 
nounce the Devil, and profeſs themſelyes 


Subjects of Jeſus ; doing his Works, ob-+ 


ſerving his Precepts and paying him 


Tribute, Homage and SubjeCtion,as their 


Liege Lord. And whereas you daily ſee 
that God's Laws are broken, his Mef- 
ſengers deſpiſed, his Word and Sacra- 


| ments neglected, and every thing belong- 


ing to his Solemn Worſhip ſet ar noughe 
by ſome, and ridicul'd by others; you 
are in Charity oblig'd to pray for a bet- 
ter face of Aﬀairs, ** And that he who 
* is the giverof all Goodneſs would ſend 
** his Grace unto you and. to all People, 


| * chat you may Worſhip him, Serve him 


* and Obey him, as you ought to do, 


| And that your unruly Paſſions may be 


tam'd, your rebellious Luſts mortified, 


| your naughty Deſires extinguiſh't, and 


every 


__ i what Man, Poay and 
Soul, and thar you may be happy in his 
Government. i 

- - And as for God's > Xingdew of Glory, 
or the Glorious Manifeſtation of Chriſt's 
coming. to diſpenſe a final Pardon to 
his Faithful Subjedts, and to admit them 
to the Participation of his Joy and Au- 
thority : and topronounce a direful Sen- 
tence upon his obſtinate Enemies ; ſend- 
ing them to be Tormented with the Devil 
and his Angels; even for the Coming of 
this Kingdom you are alſo to pray, 1ay- 


ing with the Holy ones under the Altar, 
Come Lord Feſus, come quickly. 


ihw—_ 


> CHAP. XV. 


A farther Account of the Things to be 


Pray'd for. 


A* D having Pray d God chus to fi 
rule in your heart by Grace, that Þ 
you may be fit for his coming in Glory 


.0 Crown his Seryants, and Torment his | 


Enemies ; Þ 


S$ tO 
that Þ 


lory 
© his 
NCsS ; 
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may patiently and contentedly fubmic 
to the former ; and readily and chear- 
fully perform che latter, as far as it is fet 
down in his Holy Word. Now Obe- 
dience to God's Law and Submiſſion to 
his Providence, are both requir'd to the 
doing of his Will. For you are not on- 
ly to obſerve what. he enjoyns or pro- 
hibits, bur alſo to ſubmit to whatever 
happens to you according to his Good 
Will and Pleaſure, whether-it be Miſery 
or Happineſs. And he who taught you 
to do thus did illuſtrare it with his own 
Example, when with an admirable Re- 
ſignation he Pray'd, Not mine, O Father, 
but thy Will be done. 

Now the manner of your Doing God's 
Will, is taken from the Pattern of the 
| Holy Angels, who are God's miniſtring 
| Spirits , executing his Commandments 
with readineſs, fidelity and perſeverance ; 
I flying upon his errand with rhe wings of 
| Love and Zeal. But ſeeing you find 
| (perhaps) in your ſelf a reluctancy to 
| _ do 
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ſecr t and 'revealed Will, and that, you, 


tion 
do thus, and that your Duty herein 
is often delay'd through Idleneſs, or in- 
terrupted-through Vanity, ſo that your 
Obedience moves heavily and is clogg'd 
with fears, and broken off by rempta- 
tions; you arc to ſupplicate the Eather 
of all Mercies, that he would beſtow 
upon. you that Zeal and AﬀecRion for 
his Service, wherewith the Holy Angels 
are Inſpired : to the intent that you may 
as they, do his Will with Fervericy and 
 Chearfulneſs. And that following the 
Examples of their Obedience, whiltt you 
are on Earth, you may be joyn'd with 
them, and your bleſſed Brethren in Glos« 
ry, to ſing eternal Praiſes in Heaven. 
And as our Lord in the three firſt Pe= 
titions of his Prayer compris'd all things 
reſpefting God and his Glory, for which 
you are to Pray : So in the next three 
Petitions he has ſum'd up whatſoever 
you have need to deſire, reſpeAting your | 
own or your Neighbours Wants and Nes | 
ceſſities. And you may obſerve that the | 
things relating to God's Glory, are by | 
our Saviour's Preſcription firſt to be ſo- | 
licited, and if this be tightly _— cart 
ffes 
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of God\and_ his righteouſ- 


= Mate 6.33. - And! ſeeing God's 


Glory.is of greater moment than yours 
. or any man's Wants, -therefore: you are 
to: Pray- for ' the firſt. And; ytt ſeeing 
you are neither all Fleſh, nor ” All Spirit, 
bur a compound of both, and that borh 
have Needs: to. be ſupplyed, you are to 
Pray for the relief of both. 

Arid firſt you are.to.beg a ſupply for 


your Bodily Neceſſities, all which our 


| Lord comprehended under /the name of 
Bread. 'Which Word ſignifies outward 


comforts... And in Praying God to give - 


' you this; you declare your ſole depen- 
dance to be on. him for this preſent life, 
and for all things thar ſupport ir. And 
the begging them of God, declares like- 
wiſe your abhorrence of all unjuſt and 
indiret ways to. obtain them. 

Next, by the adjun& ( Daily ) added 
to Bread, you evidence your contented 
neſs with preſent neceſſaries, and your 


purpoſe to Pray continually for them. * 


Which likewiſe declares your truſt in 
K God ; 


e given to them, Who feof | 
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"And this > Pengcion for I D us, OOO 
no-doubt taken from that Prayer of the 
Jews, which was thus 3 © The ticeeſlities 
* of thy: People 7/7487 ure many; ard 
* their Knowledge ſmall (fo that they 
* know not how'to-diſcloſs their Necef 
& ' fities ) ſer ic be thy good Pleaſure to 
* give to every man what ſufflecth for 
* food, or. 
- And the Petition for Daily Bread'is by 
fome thus pataphiras'd, ** Provide fot us 
'* to. motrows Bread, and give it Us to 
© day, that we be not ſolicifous fbf t6 


* motrow: for ſufficient unto the day is 


- * the evil therevE. 
All- things needful for this preſent 
fife- come Cn God, and 'the Petition 


for Daily Bread, ſhews that you are not 


ro deſire them all at once, but that he 
would diſtribute them by little and lit- 
tle, according as you need them. That 
by this means you may never be de- 


Nice of, nor defift i in Praying for them. 


For 
Pd 
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ed upon. the ſending of the Manns 


Y 


might be daily begg'd and given. 

_—_— of = __ bv Allegoriz'd 
this Petition, ard underſtood ic of Chrift 
the Bread of Life, and the. pattaking of 
him in the Bleſſed Enchariſt : which does 
nouriſh the Soul unto Life Eternal,as ma- 


terial Bread does the temporal Life of 


the Body. And tho” I could with that in 
this ſenſe the.Requeſt for ( Daily Bread ) 
were both underſtood and practis'd, and 
that now, as in the Primitive Times the 
Sacrament of Chriſt's Death were daily 
celebrated; yet I think the Petition is 


beſt interpreted, of all manner of Fogd, 


that is neceſlary for the preſervation of 
human Life, and of whatever is requir'd 
to ſupport Man's frail Nature;' which 
could not be particularly exprels'd in ſo 
ſhort a Form. ES 


we. 


and as that was daily gather'd,. ſo this 


K 2 But 


- orherbs| cenk "Now whe firſt thing 


y to-beg for your Soul is the for- 
piveneſs' of your Sins; 'and that God 


would not exa&' their penalty, but that 
for the fake of ' the' ſarisfaction Chriſt 


. made to his' Divine Juſtice, '/he would 


mercifully acquit you from their _ 
and Puniſhment. - 

' And to the'end that you 'may. not 
forfeit God's Pardon to you, by Deny- 
ing” yours to your Brethren, you are 
humbly to beſeech the Almighty to give 
you thoſe bowels of Compaſtion towards 
others, when they treſpals againſt you'; 
which you ſtand in'need of when you 
treſpaſs againſt them ; and if you who, 
through the corruption of 'Humane Na- 
ture, are prone to revenge, can through 
God's Grace forgive others, you need not 
doubt bur your Heavenly Father, whoſe 
Goodnels is infinite, will forgive you ; 
For it 1s certainly true : Thar-if you for- 


give Men, you ſhall be forgiven of God. 
4 , Not 


A worrrw=Aw = = yWwaarnrOv 


che Faroe of ng 
_ everlaſting Judgment ; which has no 


other cauſe or ground before God, but 
Chriſt's ſatisfaction -and ihcerceſſion; 5 


' but of the pardon of particular faults of 


Believers, in regard of -puniſhments in 
this life.” It 'was a- rule” of the Wiſe 
Men among the Fews, © That our pars 
"M © doning of thoſe who have injur'd 'us, 

* is rewarded by God with hearing our 
*" Prayers for Forgiveneſs. And to this 


prrpbls are the words of Siracides, Ecclus 


28.-1,2,c. © He that revengeth ſhall 
* find vengeance from the Lord, and he 

* will ſurely keep his fins in remem- 
* brance. Forgive thy Neighbour the 
* hurt he hatch done unto thee. ſo ſhall 
* thy Sins alſo be forgivert when thou 
* prayeſt. One man beareth hatred a- 
K 3 ** gainit 


er "to nets if 


you Pray, cannot be' ndeeioad of he 
I remiſſion of Sins, in reſ{pe&t of 


i 


tudes of temptations which daily aſlanit 
you ; 


os 


1006s 02 -Pgs Tptir 
Toa a who T | Ne by Sin 
ues — i Fil And 
that he ſpares none, was {cen in his hae- 
dineſs to {er upon our Saviour; whogq 
he would have tempted. to the mo 
horrig. i Wavy, the worlbip of him(clt. 
And- as this ſhews that none can ef: 
ps - his remprations, Þþ ' ic likewiſe 
= that it'is no Sin: to be tem Hi 
bur that all. che faylr lies io yielding 
10 the temptation : and this ariſes from 
(that great Impoſtor ) your own Heart; 
Which. is deceitful above all things, and 
enperreely wicked. * 
Ir ought then to be yourceargeſt ani 
Incoſſage Supplicatign ro him, who car 
4 reſtesin 
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looſe, the -iinfernal foes to aflail 'and 
over-maſter tow by their accurſed (e- 
ducements ; but that yow may reftſt 'unto 
Blood, and be crown'd with conqueſt over 
them. | Gt 

Bur if your Heavenly Father for great 
purpoſes leads you into any fignal tri- 
als and temptations, then' do you reſign 
your ſelf to his abſolute pleaſure ; hum- 
bly beſeeching his paternal tenderneſs, to 
limit and controul the Temprer, and to 
reſtrain your conſent. And rho' it ought 
ro be your great grief to be at any 
time enticed to offend God, yet it can- 
not be any great diſcomfort, ſo long 
as God is pleasd to relieye you from 
doing the evil to which you are tem- 
pted, 


_pted, and We with the temptation, to 


235% 


ke you a way to eſcape. 
- The fro 7 Form, which they 


call the ſhort Prayer, which is an Epi- 

rome'or' Abridgmentof their - longer 
Prayers; and it was a rule among them, 
_* That he who had a. promprnels in 
Prayer, 'was"'to- pra; {puree ghreen 
; * Prayers, , but- he: who w this 
"0 cn pF \was' to uſe! the ſhort 

ra 


yer, which was a RecolleQion our 
6c; of the other, and is as follows : : 


*O® U 'R Father vhith ; art 11 Eileen; be 
* pracious unto us. O Lord our God 


*** hallowed be t thy Name, and let the remem- 


* brance of thee be Glorified i in Heaven a- 
* bove, and upon earth here below. Let thy 
* Kingdom reign over us now and for ever, 


* Remit and forgive unto all whatſoever 


" " they have done againſt us. And lead us 
* not into temptation, but deliver us from the 
* evil thing. Por thine 'is the Kingdom and 
b, * thou ſhalt reign in Glory ( or Power ) for 
* ever and ever, vid. Mr. John Gregory, 
Pas 168, 


CHAP. 


Anette 

ND both "his $ Lol: F-1 the 
7, yt larger. Prayer, - weee. |uled,. by. Lo 
Jors in tho daies of our Saviour: who 
our of them collgted ths, Form, which 
he taighe his Diſciples, and Which is 
now ufed by all Chriſtians. But when 
our Lord gave this Prayer,. be difg-noc 
mnuilor make void the other Prayers uſed 
by the Jews, nor did he intend that.his 
Folloners ſhould ule his Projer and none 
other ': but be. gave. it as 40 tr 7 
perfet Form by which our imperfeRt 


Prayers are to be regulated, a ay be 


an abſtract of all we are to "Pray & or. 
So that if any thing be wanting-in our 
Prayers, it is to be ſupplied by adding 
unto them the Lord's Prayer. .. Whieh 
Chriſt (I ſay) gave not to extinguiſh 
bur to regulate our Prayers ; and to be 


acgcd unto them, and to render them 
perfect 


"ook to- h tg in th i rd mk þ 5 


Oc 


a 


ar ©, te 


itn iſe be fit tobe faid by 1 
bY Gbink - Sr is N98: vo; whorRe- 
ligiori ſoever ) who own Gad tobe the 
Father; or Maker -of Heaven _ Earth, 
who may not pertinently make ule of - 
the bale Prayer, and dchre-pyery thing 
that therein. is ſerdown.._ - 
4c is obſervable, chat the Joys appoin+ 
ted all their, Prayers to be {aid in che 
Plural Number, tho' he that ſaid 'thens 
was alone by himſelf, and. chey did it 
for this reaſon, © That it might never 
*ſcem as tho' a man were cut off from 
EF. *che:congregation. And they have this 
Ty commendable res Mae b He that 
g 2ys © ways when he prays, 
1 &: Bs - cok kr the Church. Which Ca- 


ſh | nonthey do not firialy underſtand only 


ce I of Prayers ſaid in the Synagogue, but 
- wherclocycs they are made in the —_ 
-* 


Þe tn OM "lv 
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as well as for your own. 

The Fewjſh Church' Ordain'd that all 
their Publick . Prayers ſhould be con- 
eluded” with ( Amen.) 1 ſay Publick 


lafterical Prayers it was Omitted. And 
it was a ſign thoſe Prayers were Publick 
to which' Amen was' added, and a fign 
they were otherwiſe when it was not 
uſed. And the Chriſtian Church retains 
the ſame Cuſtom, adding Amen to all 
her Prayers. Which is a word of thar 
weight and moment, that it ought never 
to be omitted: For by ſaying Amen you 
declare your truſt and aſſurance that 
F/ God will grant the things you ask ac- 
E; *' _ cording to his Will. Ir being one ſþe- 
vt cial branch of your confidence in __ 

= | that 


for whoſe pan you ought to gy 


Prayers, for, in their Private or Phy 


alſo | Jer the Hearer of Prayers know that 
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harmony and conſent of heart and: 


ice in praying for things: lawful and 


pedient, you may be alſured that he 
who has promis'd to.grant the Requeſts 
of two or three gather'd Harm, inhis 
Name, will» much 'more-incline his ear 
to a pious multitude, to':'a numerous 
Congregation, met otenanly to beg his 
Bleſhings. | 

'But beſides all this your. inks; 
hearty, and zealous ſaying Amen, ſhews 
your attentiveneſs tothe Publick Prayers, 
and that you are neither aſleep nor in- 
advertent when they are made. 

And indeed one way to quicken your 
attention, is to conſider that you are to 
ſay an hearty Amen to every Prayer, 
and as it. were to ſet your ſeal unto it 
by ſo doing. And by ſaying Amen, you 


you 


£ 0 2ation, and preſent: but © one” common + 
/ote unto God: ' And. when there [is a 
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1- 
is thought the 
Amen to be of Arai, 


tentive to Prayer, as to cloſe it with ſuch 
a ſenlible 4mzn, as that the Lord God 
may ſay,ſo too; 1 Kings 1.36, 
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+> flmiliar account bf <6 Things ye 
ate t0 defite 6f God j as they arc (et 
downiti the Divine Summary loft us by 


our Lord ; give 6 leave for (4 coh- 


clufivn) to preſent you with a ſhort ac- 
count of the drift and deſign, of the 
ſcope td <td of Prayer ; which is hone 
other chan God's Glary, atid your own 


 Benefic. 


That God's Glory ought ts. be the 


firſt--and | principal end and drife of 


Pryee, is Adturally fo be concluded 
frotm © the Ngxolopy , whetewith- both 
fTrytand ChrFHans have ever cloſed their 
Supplicarions. Thar Doxology was ugd 
by the Hebrews in David's time, is plain 
from his 6Wfi practice ; who praiſed the 


Lord ' before all the People, and ſaid, 


* Bleſſed be thou, Lord Ged of 1ſraef 


[ooo 


and pe, art ITY 
* « Boch Riches-and: Honour come from 
« * thee, and thou: Reigneſt over all; and 

* in thy Hand: is Pbwer and Might, and 
* inthine Hand it.is to. make Great, and 
< to. give Strength unto all. Now there- 
* fore gur God; we thank thee,and praiſe 


< thy glorious Name. 1Chron.29,10,1,c. 


-And: we find a Doxology. added to 
all the Publick Prayers of the” Fews,which 
was follow'd by our Saviour in his Com- 
pendiqus Form. 
the Greek and Latin Church, haye look'd 
upon the Doxology at the end of the 
Lord's. Prayer, * *to be a 
* dition put in by ſome 


cot 5 aig all. 


And tho' ſome both in | 


urious Ad- | 
ell-meaning | 


* man, who did not well know what he | 


*did; yet 1 ſee no ,ground for this i} 


: faying. For ſigce it is granted. by all, 


That our Saviour took every Petitio! | 


of his Prayer out of the Jewiſh Encho- fi 


logues, it may juſtly be thought thar he | 
thence 
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t and pro- 


per t6 be the cloſi ng up of all Devorions; 


in roken that they are direRed to God's 


Honor, but it alſo contains the fundamen- 


cal gtoutids of making your Addreſſes 
unto God. For in ſaying, 7hine is the Xing- 
den, the Power, and the Glory, for ever and 
aver : You acknowledy all thoſe excellen-' 
cies to be in God, which are the true and 
chief morives of Prayer, and which give 
lifeand fpirit to that Heayenly Duty, and 
fo'all the Graces therein to be exercis'd. 
Arid firſt, your Faith is greatly ſup- 


- ported in the expectation of the good 


thirigs you pray for, when you ma-- 
tarely reyolve thar you beg them of him, 
Who is the only univerſal, abiolute, Tn- 


I dependent Lord and Sovereign of the 


World. And that he is cafily intreated * 
of his Subjects, and takes pleaſure in 
their Protection and Happinels. Only re- 
member that at the ſame time you ac- 
knowledge God's Kingdom, you own 


your” ſelf to be his Subje, and that it 
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is your duty to obey. his Laws, and to 


it intirely co_his Government, a 


not to countenance any one rebel. Luſt 


_ againſt him. 


"And when ( Secondly ) you aſcribe 
Power unto God, you profeſs your be- 


lief of his All-ſufficiency, and rhat you 
preſent your Petition to one, who is 


able and willing co grant it. For if 
he wanted (either Will or Power to 
give what you beg, it were enough 
utterly to diſcourage your Application: 
Bur ſecing that God has the bowels of 4 
Pather, and the arm of a King, and a So- 
veraign right to diſpoſe of eyery thing 
as he pleales, he is in all reſpects fitly 
qualified to grant the requeſt you make 
unto him. And although your own un- 
worthineſs might juſtly hinder you from 
receiving any favour at his hand, yet 
he will. not withhold what you rightly 
ſue for : That his free Grace may have 
that Glory from you which he hath 
from all co whom he has been formerly 


bountiful. 


There is an excellent Honour ariſing 
unto God from his own infinite perfedti- 
eas, and the effects thereof; and he ex- 

| | pets 


Pos. WIS 


Farrh. 


edted to ir, as rheir genuine end ; yer 
in a more eminent manner. this honour 


is defign'd him in Prayer. For were it- 


1 

: otherwiſe, Our Lord would not have 
begun bis Prayer with, Zallowed be thy 

1 Name, nor have concluded it with, 7hine 


is the Kingdom, the Power, and the Glory. 


And if the glory of what you have, and 


are, be not alcribd ro that Omnipotent 
Being from whom you receive them; f 
you feviifce unto your Net, and burn incenſe 


F 
I 
S wnto your Drag; if you attribute any ac- 
- | quiſition or endowment to your ſelf, 


, | you wn God of his Honour ( of which 


l It he is moſt tender) and can berruly ſaid 
© I} neither to Hallow Gods Name, nor to 
/ | give him Glory. 

- || And here it will be natural for you to 
conſider that the Kingdom, Fower, and 
Glory of God, are not fading arid tran- 
q ſitory, but permanent, eternal, and for 
J ever and ever. For if it were other- 


Prayers to a mortal, mutable God, one 
gt L 2 ſubject 
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wiſe, and that you were to make your. 


| ing God is a merciful Father and till 
Teady.t9 eh TN, cry of his Penitear 


 Kipg, loying Bj 


"eſpecially in make ers of Religion, which | 


7, ro + y,ahd forever: 
om, Power,and Glory, 


ſting ro everlaſting; ſee- 


g he.is for ever a 
belofal to his Subjects ; : 
and-for ever one, for whoſe Glory -it is 


ro grant your wy: Orogp theſe conſide- 
rations give you {pirit to call upon him 


Children ; and 


wich comfort and aſſurance, and pre- 
' yent your doubting of his gracious Au- 


dience for the rhings you crave of him 


for the ſake of his ingdom, Power and 


Glory. 
All communications of Goodneſe flow 


from God, and it is but juſt chat they 


Thould return to him-again in Sacrifices 


of Praiſe and Adoration. And ' there- | 
fore let ir be your care to aſcribe unto 
him the honour of all you have, and do. 
For this will keep. you from that often- 
cation and vain-glory, to which man's 
proud nature is not a little inclinable, } 


being | 
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being obſerv'd by our Saviour, he ſtrict- = 
»- || ty caution'd all men againſt ir, bidding \; 
r: | Pride in: the duties of Religion; and 
y, particularly in Alms, and Prayers. In 
>- | Alms he requires ſuch a Secrecy, as thar 
il if the left hand had cyes and ears, yet 
at || _it ſhould neither ſee nor hear what the 
a | right hagd did, that by this means the 
3; | Alms-giver might utterly be freed from 
is all ſuſpicionof Vain-glory. 
e- The Scribes indeed gave their Alms 
m || with ſound of trumpet, they call'd the 
e- || Poor together from eyery quarter, nor 
1- that they ſhould all partake of their 
mM Alms, but to have the more Spectators. p 
d All they aim'd at was the empty rumour i: 
and vogue of being Bountiful. For which 
w || they were {o far from deſerving any re- 
y ward from God, that they deſerv'd a pus 
es niſhmenr, for their Folly, Diflimulation; & Þ 
e- || and Injuſtice. For their Folly, in pre- | 
0 ferring Humane things to Divine ; for 4 | 
o. | their Difſimulation, in impoſing upon jf 
the world, by their counterfeit Piery ; pt 
and for their Injuſtice, in aſſuming that 
Praiſe to themſelves which was due only 


unto God. | 
TEEtS. ; CHAP , 


+. 


| The End and Drift of Prayer, &c. * 
G / ; | 


' A ND as ourLord caution'd all men 

'A againſt Vain-glory in giving Alms, 
{o he likewiſe caurion'd them againſt. 
the ſame in Prayer. In which he would 
have all carefully ro eſchew. the faſhion 
and mode of Hypocrites, Perſonators and 
AQors in Religion, ' who ( among the 
Jews ) were wont to pray ſtanding in 
theSynagogues, and corners of the ſtreets, 
places of publick concourſe, where they 
were ſure to have many to ſee them. 
Bur, inſtead of affteting any ſuch po- 
pularity, he would have you ſtudiouſly 
to avoid it, by going in your cloſer, and 
ſhutting the doors, and with all poſlible 
privacy to pray to your Father which is in ſe- 
cret,and your Father which ſeeth in ſecret ſhall 
reward you openly. Not that our Lord 
condemns. Publick Prayer, which the 
Church has practis'd ever ſince ſhe had 
a\ being upon Earth , bur rather than' 
that you ſhould be thought to pray for 

TELE > . Oftentation, 
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Angel,” Get. 
private Prayers 


T0 
 ( of which: Chriſt Jeſus ſpeaks 8. Marrs. 


6..) to be as private as you can; to' go 


intothe moſt 1ecrer Apartmenr,and there 


unboſom- your ſelf ro God. For tho' 


Y , EN ETEN ITE Who Hero an Bug Sb Cr 8 AL PSA « 
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' content therefore- that God looks ow 


he himſelf be inviſible, yet he fees you; 
how ſecret ſoever you are, and all that 
you do-in ſecret. And he thar is thus 
the. beholder of Private Devotions ſhall 
reward you before men and Angels. ' Be 


and eſteems you, that he is a witneſs of 
what you do, ſeeing it is from him a- 
lone that you expect your reward. . Buc 
if in a duty wherein God's Glory is ſo 
nearly concern'd, you take in ſo poor 
an acceſſion as the praiſe of men, it is 
bur juſt that that ſhould be your reward, 
and that you receive none other from 
God ; to whom nothing can be more 
diſpleaſing than to ſee Oftentation in- 
terpoſe in your Deyotion, and thar there» 
in you ſeek the applauſe. of men more 
than his Glory. Whereas in all your 
worſhip of God, private or publick, your 

eye 


© thers.- For theſe Are very eor 


a princy a end Ef £ Totur Peoyens. yet 
+ ſubordination:ro: this, you nizy alſo 
Teen your. owh.berefir, and. rhat of O- 


need not be {cparare. : For ar-the iis | 
time that. you ufe- Prayer-as an Ad of: 
Worſhip folely: dac unto God; you may 


a pd a, mw av A —_ 


_ alfo aſe. it. as a-means appointed by him 


to obtain his Bleſſings; - which are either ; 
Spiritual'or Secular, belonging ts your || || 
Soul, or Body. 'The firſt aro Grace, Holi- | |; 
neſs, .and Pardow of Sins; 'in praying for | ) 
whiehyou may be perentoryandabſolute. i} 7 
But-inpraying for temporal Bleſſings, you | ; 

c 

h 


Op mtos 


arc to be conditional, and-to-uſeTteftgna- 
tion and ſubmiſſion, and in craving them 
never todeſign any ching that is mean and 
ſordid. 

And { 1.) if you-deſfire, and God gives 
You, Secular Power and Authority,do not 
abuſe or proſtitute it to wicked; unman- | 
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1y purpoſes, ſuch asthe pratifying of your | 


V 
ipleen, and reyenge, and the oppreſlion of |} x 
thoſe || 
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| thoſe you hare, But ir 
_ rity in wndoing the heavy 


burthens ; in pro- 


eiting the impotent, ad him that has no 
helper : in breaking the jaws of the wicked, 


and plucking the Spoil ont of their teeth; in 


deliuering the poor that cry, andthe father- 


lefs,and him that has noxe to help: In ſhort, 


uſe the authority God: gives you, in-exe- 
cuting Fuſtice , and mazntaining Trath, in 


being a Terror to evil doers, and a Praiſe 


and encouragement tothem that do wgll. 

And for worldly Riches, do notdelire 
them for ſuch low regards as the main- 
raining of Pride, Pomp, Luxury, or the 
like; but that you may have wherewith 


| to maintain good Works, and to be in 


your proſperity (what Job was in his) Eyes 
to the blind, and feet to the lame. That the 
bleſſing of him who is ready to periſh may 
come upon you, and that by your means the 
heart of the needy may ſing for joy, Fob. 29. 
( 2.) Ler your Prayers and Endeavours 
20 hand in hand ; for the former withour 
the latter is crifling and mockery; and the 
latter without the former, vanity and pre- 
ſumption: you can never rightly deſire 
what you do not by all good means la- 
bour to obtain. To pray for that which 
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ha wh to gs Helm? is the old rnds; ; 
uppl cations and Endeayours are never 
to be disjoyn'd,no.good is to be expeQted 
from either of them when alone. | . | £ 
(3-) Obſerve what anſwer God makes, 


and whar rerurns you receive to'your 


Prayers: And in particular conſider that 
his gracious Providence may often deny 


_ you fome temporal Bleſſings as ſeeing 


them lefs fit for you to receive. But then 
he gives you others in their ſtead, which 
his infinice Goodneſsand Wiſdom ſees are 
more for your advantage. And tho' God 
has promisd to give to them that ask, 
yet it is with theſe limitations, v7z. Thar 
he ſees it good for you : and that he has 
not by ſome particular Decree determin'd 


the contrary. As for example, If God has 


determin'd to deſtroy an impenitent Na- 
tion, it is not all the Prayers of the ho- 
lieſt men on Earth, can prevail with God 
to preſerve it. And of this you have a 
dreadful inſtance in Ezekiel 14. where it 

is 
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his own Glory, and your eternal Happi- 
neſs, through Jeſus Chriſt. To whom 
with God the Father and God the Holy 
Ghoſt, be Praiſe, Glory, Adoration, and 
Thankſpiving, for ever and for eyermore, | 
Amen. x 
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l . The Genaine uſe of the two Sacraments, 
i vis. Baptiſm, 41d the Lord's Supper, with 
k the Chriſtians Obli pation frequently to re- 
[\- ceive the Latter. 
I The Hiſtory of the Herefic denying the 
b | Divinity of Chriſt 
| The Chriſtians datly Sacrifice duly of- |: 
fer d, being a praftical Diſcourſe of the right | 
Performance of Prayer. : 
An Account of Tangier during the Earl |! 
of Tiviot's Government : in a Letter to 9 || 
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